
2015 SGCA Board

Jeremy Kareken, President  
Deb McGowan,  Vice President 
Steve Leamer,Treasurer
Amanda Akyol, Secretary

Zone 1 Reps:

Tom Farnham
Kathleen Esposito McAndrew
Michael O’Sullivan

Zone 2 Reps:

Matthew Abbott  
John O’Sullivan 
Kathleen Nesdale 
 
Zone 3 Reps:

MaryAnn Joyce
Soja Bobrow
Soula Huderski

Phipps Management Rep: 

Bill Eichhorn 

Homeowners Rep:

Ciaran Staunton

My Fellow Park Members,

I’m looking outside onto 39th Avenue as 
the cold rains emanating from Hurricane  
Joaquin drench Sunnyside Gardens.  Though 
our beautiful trees and plants needed the wa-
tering from above, it saddened the board that 
we had to cancel Oktoberfest.  Still there’s 
more to look forward to this month - our 
adorable costume parade, and we’re in the 
planning stages for a tour of North Fork 
wineries.

I’m happy to report that, despite the loss of 
our trusty Oktoberfest funds, we have kept 
costs down at the park and barring any un-
foreseen circumstances, we will finish out the 
year financially strong, with a healthier and 
happier park than ever.  And soon we’ll be-
gin the much-needed repairs to our pool. We 
are beginning the planning stages of our new  
water feature, to replace and augment our 
blacktop sprinkler.  If you’d like to join the 
committee, please email me.

Also, we are currently recruiting people to 
serve on next year’s Board.  Email me or stop 
by the office if you’re interested.  We’re always 
looking for people with finance or accounting 
acumen to help with the treasury, and a few 
other interesting positions will be available 
for next year.  It’s been an honor to serve the 
park I love so much, and I think I speak for 
the rest of the park in saying that it was our 
privilege to serve the neighborhood. 

I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces 
at the park as soon as this hurricane blows by!

Jeremy Kareken
President, SGCA Board

October 2015

 

Meeting Announcement 
 

Please join us for the next General 
Membership meeting on Monday, 

October 19th at 8pm at Phipps 
Apartment Social Hall.
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This year’s cocktail competition winner, Chad Gilkison 
with his tantalizing Basil Gin Gimlet.

Letter from the President



When the weather turns, I enjoy re-
flecting on Chili Bowls of the past.  It’s 
pretty extraordinary--our community 
comes together on a brisk/freezing cold 
Saturday in November just for the fun 
of it.  It’s awe-inspiring!

Last year over 18 member families 
lined the Picnic Grove to showcase 
their chili and compete for the first 
place trophy and bragging rights for 
the best bowl of chili in the Park.  Over one hundred 
members and member’s friends participated as tasters 
and judges. Our generous sponsors TableWine of Jack-
son Heights and Singlecut Beersmiths of Astoria kept 
the complimentary drinks flowing.
Barbecues were lit for extra warmth.  Children roasted 
marshmallows, and everyone enjoyed the live jazz and 
festive atmosphere.

In the end, with bellies full we all witnessed the Chili 
Bowl Trophy rise once again to the heavens and a new 
Chili Bowl Champion emerge, Lane Thorson.  Though 
there could only be one member, every entrant took 
great pride in their chili.  

 

Although it’s been almost a year since the 
event, not a week goes by I don’t hear a 
competitor talking about it, asking when it 
is again and how they’re going to do some-
thing different with their recipe this year. 

So get ready. The 3rd Annual Chili Bowl is 
slated for Saturday November 7th at 12pm. 
For the first time in Chili Bowl history both 
1st place champions from years past will be 
competing. Plus over half the competitors 

from last year have  committed to the event. Everyone 
is looking forward to the fun and we’ve got some fierce 
cooks on the hunt for victory.

Special thanks to everyone who sponsored the event 
last year.  With their support our Park was the true 
beneficiary of this event. The Chili Bowl was not just a 
fun way to spend a Saturday, it was a successful fund-
raiser for our little piece of heaven. Thanks to my co-
chairs James Ricciardella and Travis Ross for creating 
and heading up the Chili Bowl. And of course a special 
thanks to all the volunteers and participants--wiithout 
them it would have just been a cold November day at 
the Park. 
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Chili Bowl by Kayvan Gahramat



October 19, 2015 General Membership Meeting
October 24, 2015 Halloween Party (Sat)
November 7, 2015 Chili Bowl (Sat)
November 14, 2015 Roadtrip 2015
November 22, 2015 Tailgate (members only)
December 6, 2015 Holiday Boutique (Sun)
December 21, 2015 General Membership Meeting
May 10, 2016  Park’s 90th Birthday

Yard Sale by Soula Huderski 
 
September 12th was a perfect day to have our annual 
Yard Sale in the Park.  Children enjoyed finding toys 
both new and gently used for a fantastic bargain. It was 
great seeing all the great children’s clothing that was 
being sold to one another. Other great treasures were  
found from espresso machines to costume jewelry.

The Community garden had a table to raise money for 
the garden. They sold fresh herbs and delicious heir-
loom tomatoes and lots of other goodies.

Our baked goods were delicious from cupcakes to 
sweet breads. It was a great day to spend with friends 
and neighbors and Like the old saying “one man’s trash 
is another man’s treasure!”

UPCOMING EVENTS:Road Trip 2015

Kenny & Soula Huderski are organizing a wonderful 
bus tour to wine country for Nov 14th for our mem-
bers. Sign up as soon as you can to get a seat for this 
amazing deal.   
 
At the Pindar vineyard, the adults will be able to taste 
5 of there wines from their tasting list as well as pur-
chase any wines they wish, also walk through some of 
their beautiful grounds. After that we will be heading 
across the street to Krupski farms in which seasonal 
fruits and vegetables are grown and sold. Then on to 
the Osprey vineyards for more of Long Islands great 
wines. Here, we will be also be tasting some of their 
award winning wines. Then onto Greenport. Green-
port is a New England style town with many great 
food opportunities as well as shopping and a great old 
Merry Go Round for all of the kiddies as well as the 
kiddies at heart. Bus will leave the park at 9:00am and 
return about 9:30 pm for an incredible adventure with 
someone else driving.
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Flicks in the Garden by Tammy Arnstein

Flicks in the Garden turned 5 this year, and with that 
milestone birthday the family vintage cartoons festival 
blossomed on September 19th into Flicks & Jazz in 
the Garden.  This event was SGP member and Queens 
artist-driven through and through!  In addition to jazz 
featuring local musical talent, we had arts and crafts in 
the picnic area that included Astoria-based cartoon-
ist and educator Alan Bessen helping young, aspiring 
cartoonists with character development and story-
boarding.  The sun went down and the cartoons started 
up but the music did not end - the cartoons screen-
ing had live musical accompaniment by an keyboard/
electronics/percussion duo.  The event’s audience also 
expanded from an estimated 425 attendees in 2013 
to 774 this year.  Local businesses supported us with 
delicious food and festive drinks (Sunnyside Pizza, 
Butcher Block and Jin Brothers Wine & Liquor) and 
arts and crafts programming (Artist and Craftsman 
Supply).   Materials for the Arts once again provided 
much-needed arts supplies. This year was our first time 
serving wine and beer, helping us to raise more for the 
park than we had in the past.

On the main stage
 The music and animation festival started with 
a line-up of two jazz groups, Wake-up! and Street 
Beat Brass, both of which are led by park members.  
Drummer Vin Scialla’s Wake-up! delivered a set of 
organ-driven, rhythmic jazz, followed by trombonist 
and composer Jeff Fairbanks’ group Street Beat Brass, 
who treated the audience to their lively New Orleans-
style jazz and funk.  After sunset, the musical duo The 
Flushing Remonstrance, featuring park member Rob-
ert Kennedy and his musical partner Catherine Cram-
er, played their innovative original live musical scores 

to five cartoons from the 1910s, 20s, and 30s.  One of 
the most delightful segments brought in the improvis-
ing skills of the perpetually dynamic and humorous Ty 
Sullivan, who narrated Cinderella - an elegant 1920s 
silhouette cut-out version by the pioneering German 
animator Lotte Reiniger. Closing out the evening was 
a lineup of cartoons curated by Flushing cartoons 
historian and vintage animation collector Tommy Jose 
Stathes.  Tommy treated the multigenerational audi-
ence to classic cartoons about music and musicians, 
such as Tubby the Tuba, the story of a timid tuba and 
how he finds his voice and Me Musical Nephews, a 
hilarious episode of Popeye, who is driven bleary-eyed 
and slightly insane by his nephews who can’t put down 
their instruments, even after their - and Popeye’s - bed-
time. 

SGP, we’ve got talent!
 This year’s ambitious program was success-
ful because of the diverse artistic, promotional, and 
organizational talents of park volunteers.  In addition 
to our musicians, we were blessed with gifted graphics 
and web designers, a top-quality promotions and PR 
team, a creative and playful arts and crafting team, tech 
experts, an out-of-this world emcee, fantastic photog-
raphers and videographer, a hard working set-up and 
break-down team, diligent ticket and refreshments 
salespeople and security team, and bakers and cooks to 
feed us all.  The Flick’s planning team was joined by a 
new co-chair, Jennifer Porter, whose superior organiza-
tional skills and vision made the expansion into Flicks 
and Jazz in the Garden possible.  We are already cook-
ing up new ways to impress and involve our audiences 
of all ages in 2016!

Photos Clockwise-Crafts Tent by Julian Voloj, Street Beat Brass by Julian Voloj, Arts and Crafts table by Brian Richardson, 
Crafts Table by Julian Voloj, Ty Sullivan by Brian Richardson, Boy with Glue byJulian Volo
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Out of School BBQ 

by Celena Rodriguez

The Out of School BBQ was a great success this year 
and could not have been possible without all the 
members who volunteered. All volunteers--those at the 
event as well as the members who donated food, baked 
goods, and of course the specialty cakes--played such a 
crucial role in the coming together and overall success 
of the event. We are truly grateful to all those who set 
aside their time to help us make the even happen and 
wanted to say thank you.  

The Out of School BBQ is a big event for our members, 
especially our children. Many parents let me know 
that day that it is actually one of the events that their 
child(ren) look forward to! As a members-only event, 
the Out of School BBQ gives our members and their 
families a chance to come together and celebrate the 
end of the school year and the beginning of summer. 

This year we kept with tradition as well as added in 
some new attractions. The biggest addition this year 
was a bouncy castle as one of our main attractions, 
along with the beloved dunk tank and the always pop-
ular water slide.  Other new additions included potato 

sack races, a photo booth with summer fun props, and 

a 50/50 raffle, and off course we kept with tradition 
with the cake walk and and arts and crafts. 

This was my second year being involved with the 
event and my first as a chair. Both Caitlin and I look 
forward to chairing the event next year and utilizing 
our experiences this year to make it even better. Thank 
you to all the members who shared their thoughts and 
suggestions with us. One major suggestion for next 
year--more food & beverages!  And this year we kept 
the event running an extra hour, and it really made a 
difference. Thank you again and we look forward to 
seeing you all at our next Out of School BBQ. 
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On Friday July 10th the Park hosted its annual Sum-
mer Social and Firefly Night, an event created to bring 
our membership together to toast to the midway point 
of the summer season.  Ramon’s taco truck returned 
for its third year and served tacos well into the night, 
while kids enjoyed the bake sale and free Italian ices.  
Volunteers set up tents and strung lights throughout 
the picnic grove creating a truly magical effect.  Co-
Chair Julie Simonson helped organize the Firefly 
portion of the festivities making sure to have lots of 
glow sticks, nets and plastic containers on hand for the 
catch-and-release firefly chasing. 

This year’s cocktail competition allowed members to 
draw inspiration from classic cocktails, and members 

got really creative.  Chad Gilkison took first with his 
tantalizing Basil Gin Gimlet.   Ellery Sandhu was a 
close second with her well crafted Sage Brown Derby, 
and Chris Meyers brought home third (a repeat of his 
third place chili cook off finish!) for his Gold Mar-
garita. 

All in all, it was a beautiful evening of conversation 
and cocktails while the kids played and enjoyed an 
extra special late night in the park. Thank you to all 
the volunteers who brought their talents and energy to 
the event. It’s always a great night and this year was no 
exception. Looking forward to 2016 already!

SUMMER SOCIAL & FIREFLY NIGHT  by Ann Price

photos by Ann Price, Kristin Burns, and Meredith Rohana
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Summer Movie Night  
by Sean McGowan

On July 28th we showed 
the 1933 version of King 
Kong on our new movie 
screen.  It was the first 
event of its kind and I 
think it was a success.  
Thanks to Henry Gonzalez for setting up and tearing 
down the equipment.  Brian Moriarty provided the 
movie and even created a trailer of previews from the 
1950s.  And the popcorn volunteers couldn’t have been 
better--you were great!  We hope to do another event 
like this again before it gets too cold--maybe a screen-
ing of the 1977 Superman?  We’ll have to see!

Shakespeare in the Park 2015
by Gail Griffin

Queens’ own Hip to Hip Theatre Company, led by SGP 
members Jason and Joy Marr, once again brought the 
best of the Bard to the park this summer. Hip to Hip 
presented performances of Shakespeare’s “The Mer-
chant of Venice” and “The Merry Wives of Windsor” to 
a crowd of park members and Sunnyside residents of 
all ages on July 31 and Aug. 7.  

This year marked Hip to Hip’s 8th season of present-
ing a Shakespeare comedy and tragedy in repertory 
throughout Queens for free. Each play is enhanced by 
the popular “Kids & the Classics,” a pre-show work-
shop that teaches children about Shakespeare and his 
time, along with a little stagecraft.

Thank you to Blue Point Brewing Company of Long Is-
land for its generous donation of beer served at the July 
31 performance (and to Tania Mohammad for arrang-
ing and transporting it). Thanks also to Shakespeare 
in the Park co-chair Andrea Rose, to all of our event 
volunteers, and especially to the Marrs and all of Hip 
to Hip Theatre Company for providing us once again 
with two beautiful nights of theater on the lawn.

Photo by Sean McGowan
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
VOLUNTEER CREWS
It’s never too early to think about volunteering for the 
2016-2017 season. Consider joining--or even leading-
-one of our volunteer crews and make this the best year 
ever. Stop into the park office or email sgcapark@gmail.
com.

VOLUNTEER RECRUITER
Are you persuasive, with the ability to talk anyone into 
anything? Then you could assist the park staff as a Vol-
unteer Recruiter, helping secure volunteers for our events 
and daily activities.

POOL CREW
Tasks include general maintenance like daily chlo-
rine & pH checks, monitoring the pump, and keep-
ing the pool clean & healthy for everyone to enjoy.  
 
CONTACT: Ann Beirne, our lead organizer for more 
information & joining the crew. beirneann@gmail.com

SHED CREW
This crew will organize the shed, help event chairs to know 
what’s available in the shed, and offer input and assistance 
on ongoing shed maintenance and repairs.

MOVIE SCREEN CREW
The executive board has set aside money to purchase a 
screen! We are looking for a movie screen crew to host & 
organize low-key members-only screen showings in the 
park.

CONTACT: Sean McGowan, our lead organizer in 
joining the crew. seanmcg7@mac.com

ARTS & CRAFTS CREW
Most of our events have an arts & crafts table as an activ-
ity. Many of the event chairs are looking for fresh ideas to 
supplement the perennial favorites. We have an account 
with Materials for the Arts and this crew will also keep 
arts and crafts supplies in stock.

Did you know that you can now sign up to do your 
volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, click on 
the Events page from the menu on your left, and there 
you will see a list of Park events, and links to sign up to 
volunteer for them via Volunteerspot. That’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors and 
photographers as well as event coverage and 
story ideas needed for upcoming issues. Earn 
your volunteer hours from home and on your 
time! 


