
From the President

My fellow park members:

It’s here. Really. Spring has arrived in full glo-
ry. So as you struggle to remember the names 
of people you haven’t seen in five months, let 
that sun warm your heart. As we start pour-
ing into the park again, please remember a 
few basic rules so we can all stay safe:

1) No glass containers. Not a one. Our chil-
dren’s bare feet depend on your courtesy.
2) No pets. If you invite a guest to the park, 
please let them know we do not allow pets in 
the park.
3) No helmet, no wheels. If you are on a bike, 
scooter, Segway, roller skates, unicycle, roller 
blades, rip stick, skateboard, or hamster cage 
- you must wear a helmet. No exceptions. 
4) Look out for each other. If you see a child 
being unsafe, please find the kid’s parent or 
remedy the situation yourself. Parents, if an-
other mommy or daddy tells your child to 
stop throwing pointed objects at another kid’s 
eye, be patient with that mommy or daddy; 

they’re trying to help.
5) Drink responsibly. In order to keep the 
park safe, we cannot tolerate excessive con-
sumption of alcohol. So if you must drink, 
know your limit.

Don’t forget to check the website regularly! 
Your volunteer hours will be updated month-
ly, and you can pay any invoices due. As the 
park office becomes cashless, take advantage 
of the convenience of the site - open all hours!

Smile! Winter is finally gone!

Jeremy Kareken,
President, SGCA Board
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Meeting Announcement 

 
Please join us for the next 

General Membership meeting on 
Monday 5/18/15 at 8:00PM at 

Phipps Social Hall.
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Easter Egg Hunt
 

This year’s Easter egg hunt took place on April 4th, a won-
derfully sunny and windy early spring day that was just 
perfect for Easter egg hunting. Our youngest members 
hunted for eggs in the ball field, the four to six year olds in 
the picnic grove, and kids seven and older in the lowers. 
Our older hunters were challenged with finding golden 
eggs. There were a dozen of them hidden for an extra 
surprise. To top off the day, delicious refreshments and 
baked goods were sold. It was wonderful seeing so many 
families attend. Big thank you to all who volunteered 
with their time and baked goods. Volunteers are the ones 
who make our events (big and small) such a success!

Vyta Longhitano
Event Chair
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Congratulations on surviving yet another memorable 
winter around here! Finally it’s the time of year for open 
windows and white wine, for bumping into neighbors 
and lingering outdoors. Of course, our park is a favorite 
spot for those last two – or three – items, but it’s also a 
great time to take advantage of events in the neighbor-
hood or easily accessible from our home launchpad. 
Coming up first is the annual Taste of Sunnyside on May 
19, right under the 46th Street underpass. (http://www.
sunnysideshines.org/taste-sunnyside) Guests can enjoy 
samples from more than two dozen local restaurants, 
including newcomers like Punda Tibetan Restaurant 
and Nonna Gina Brick Oven Pizzeria. With drinks from 
local faves like Lowery’s and Queens Brewery, and per-
formances from Thalia Theatre and the Sunnyside So-
cial Club, it’s a festive party to kickoff your spring. The 
$60 VIP ticket lets you beat the crowds with admission 
at 5:30, or wait till 6:30 for the $35 general admission.
If you overindulge at Taste of Sunnyside, work it all 
off at the Inaugural Sunnyside Post Mile Run on May 
31. Register now to raise money for the Coalition for 
the Homeless; entrance also entitles you to deals and 
discounts at local businesses: https://raceroster.com/
events/2015/4658/inaugural-sunnyside-post-mile 
Competitive and pleasure runners are welcome, even 
kids under age 15.
The fine arts also bloom in the spring, starting with the 
Queens New Music Festival in nearby Long Island City, 
May 13-17: http://queensnewmusicfestival.org/. Head-
lining the series of Queens-based groups is Astoria’s 
Lost Dog New Music Ensemble, performing The Light 
Within by Pulitzer Prize winning composer John Lu-
ther Adams. The concert takes place on May 14 at 8:00 
at The Secret Theater, 4402 23rd Street in Long Island 
City, right off the Court Square subway stop. Tickets are 
$20 and include a post-concert “Composer Night Out” 
at a local bar. 
The festival is partnered with the LIC Arts Open, which 
is happening concurrently. Now in its fifth year and 
the largest yet, dozens of artists and venues open their 
doors for five days of exhibits and events, all in the 
funky, walkable enclave to the south and west of Queens 
Plaza. Visit http://licartsopen.org/ for a map of studios 
and event listings.
For concerts and arts closer to home check out Third 
Thursdays in Bliss Plaza, a new series of five concerts 
from June through October, presented by Sunnyside 

Shines and ReCreate Queens. Kicking off on June 17 
with Sunnyside’s own Street Beat Brass, other Queens-
based performers include Alí Bello & The Sweet Wire 
Band (Latin Jazz fusion), Dilmeastronauta (original 
Colombian music), McManus Irish Dance (traditional 
Irish dance and music), and Afro Latineers (Afrobeat 
& Latin Jazz). Concerts take place at 6 PM on the third 
Thursday of every month in the new Bliss Plaza under-
neath the 46th Street Subway stop, and will feature other 
arts activities and giveaways from local businesses. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/ReCreateQNS for more.

Inspiration for Summer Fun



Inspiration for Summer Fun (Continued) 

Always fun is the LIC Flea, which is now open 10-6 
on weekends in the parking lot on 46th venue and 5th 
Street, a short walk away from the Vernon-Jackson 7 
train stop. (https://www.facebook.com/LICFlea?_rdr). 
Get your funky clothes and artisanal food at this low-
key version of the open air market that originated in 
Williamsburg. Nearby are the fantastic waterfront 
parks, where you can also enjoy free yoga several times 
during the summer, courtesy of The Yoga Room: http://
www.the-yoga-room.com/events/yoga-in-the-park/ 
While you’re in LIC, hop on the East River Ferry (http://
www.eastriverferry.com/RoutesSchedules/) to enjoy a 
cruise down NYC’s waterfront. Beginning May 23, the 
you can take the ferry all the way to Governor’s Island 
for another season of outdoor fun and artsy activities 
in one of the city’s most stunning settings. Start things 
out right with the Family Festival on May 24, from 12-4. 
Focusing this year on an environmental theme, activi-
ties include flower planting, puppet-making, and com-
post lessons, with programs by the NY Aquarium, Story 
Pirates, Central Park Zoo and much more. All perfor-
mances and activities are free to the public: http://mom-
mypoppins.com/event/11th-annual-governors-island-
opening-day-family-festival 
On June 6-7, Figment comes to Governors Island: http://
newyork.figmentproject.org/ An interactive art exhibit, 
Figment welcomes contributions from anyone who has 
an idea for art that invites audience participation. And 

this means anyone, even your kids. Bring costumes, art 
projects to share, and limitless imagination for two days 
of performances and full-sensory experiences.
For even more visual art, the Whitney Museum has re-
opened in an enormous new building by the Highline 
in Chelsea. In addition to an exhibition that reveals 
more of its permanent collection of American Art than 
ever before, the new space has an education center for 
children’s art-making, which is open from 10:30-3 on 
weekends: http://whitney.org/Visit Since it’s just a quick 
hop to the meatpacking district on the E train, from 
Court Square, it’s perfect for those weekends when the 
7 isn’t running!
Prefer to spend more of your weekends at home in the 
summer? Home Depot can help you pretty up your cas-
tle. Not only is it the fun time to shop for plants, but they 
offer free workshops on a range of DIY projects, like 
building planters and staining decks: http://workshops.
homedepot.com/workshops/do-it-yourself-workshops
A workshop just for kids happens once a month, with 
another one coming up in June.
Once you’ve exhausted all the culture and programmed 
trips you can handle, find the nicest beach you can get 
to and spend the day there: http://www.nycgovparks.
org/facilities/beaches NYC City beaches reopen on May 
23, rain or shine.

See you out and about--or at the park!

Amanda Keil
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 join us for a day of family fun!

   

Live 
Entertainment

MEMORIAL 
DAY FAIR
S U N N Y S I D E  G A R D E N S  P A R K  A N N U A L 

SATURDAY MAY 30TH               12- 5:00 P.M. (RAIN DATE:  MAY 31ST)

Carnival Games
Face Painting
Arts & Crafts

Turbo Tubs
Bouncy House

Rides and Prizes

Old Fashioned BBQ
Bake Goods

Beer and Wine

50/50  raffle & more 



The folks attending Sunnyside Gardens Park’s 6th 
annual Trivia Night proved to be as kind as they 
were smart! The event--founded by former park co-
president Brenda Wilson as a way to honor Copper 
Kettle Owner Patrick Tunney--has continued to grow 
each year.  Some 60 players competed in our April 29 
contest, with dozens more watching the action.  There 
wasn’t an empty seat in the house.
For those who may not know, Mr. Tunney has donated 
tens of thousands of dollars to Sunnyside Gardens 
Park over the year through proceeds from his annual 
golf tournament. In addition to his philanthropy, he’s 
always been there for the park with donations of goods 
for the various public events held by the park every 
year.  It’s always gratifying to recognize him for his lar-
gesse - and see the smile on this face when the crowd 
raises a glass in his honor at Trivia Night.
Park President Jeremy Kareken attended and com-
mended Mr. Tunney for his efforts, and it appeared all 

the talk of the great things he does for the park must 
have put our players in a giving mood.  The winning 
team on Trivia Night, headed by local residents Kieran 
Murray and Johnny Riley, won $145 in the process.  
But they turned down the cash award, saying they 
wished to donate the cash back to the park. And the 
third place team Olive Oil did likewise, putting their 
$50 winnings back in the park’s hands.
Events like Trivia Night give us such a great sense of 
community, seeing how much people truly care about 
our park and what it means to Sunnyside.  We should 
never take the folks who do so much for our park for 
granted, or we lose what it means to be part of Sunny-
side Gardens Park to begin with. So next time you see 
Mr. Tunney, be sure to offer him up a thank you and a 
tip of the hat!

Roger Hitts  
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Trivia Night A Big Hit
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May 9, 2015  Mother’s Day Plant Sale (Sat)
May 9, 2015  New Member’s Breakfast #1 
May 18, 2015  General Membership Meeting
May 30, 2015  Memorial Day Fair (Sat) 
June 6, 2015  New Member’s Breakfast #2 
June 6, 2015  Father’s Day Campout (Sat)
June 15, 2015  General Membership Meeting
June 26, 2015  Out of School BBQ (Fri)
July 10, 2015  Summer Social / Firefly Night (Sat)
July 21, 2015   Shakespeare in the Park(Dress Rehearsal)
July 30, 2015   Shakespeare in the Park
August 7, 2015  Shakespeare in the Park 
September 12, 2015  Yard Sale (Sat) 
September 19, 2015 Flicks in the Garden (Sat)
October 3, 2015 Oktoberfest (Sat)
October 19, 2015 General Membership Meeting
October 31, 2015 Halloween Party (Sat)
November 7, 2015 Chili Bowl (Sat)
December 6, 2015 Holiday Boutique (Sun)
December 21, 2015 General Membership Meeting

SGCA 2015 Calendar of Events
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Announcements:
VOLUNTEER CREWS
It’s never too early to think about volunteering for the 
2015-2016 season. Consider joining--or even leading-
-one of our volunteer crews and make this the best year 
ever. Stop into the park office or email sgcapark@gmail.
com.

VOLUNTEER RECRUITER
Are you persuasive, with the ability to talk anyone into 
anything? Then you could assist the park staff as a Vol-
unteer Recruiter, helping secure volunteers for our events 
and daily activities.

POOL CREW
Tasks include general maintenance like daily chlo-
rine & pH checks, monitoring the pump, and keep-
ing the pool clean & healthy for everyone to enjoy.  
 
CONTACT: Ann Beirne, our lead organizer for more 
information & joining the crew. beirneann@gmail.com

SHED CREW
This crew will organize the shed, help event chairs to know 
what’s available in the shed, and offer input and assistance 
on ongoing shed maintenance and repairs.

MOVIE SCREEN CREW
The executive board has set aside money to purchase a 
screen! We are looking for a movie screen crew to host & 
organize low-key members-only screen showings in the 
park.

CONTACT: Sean McGowan, our lead organizer in join-
ing the crew. seanmcg7@mac.com

ARTS & CRAFTS CREW
Most of our events have an arts & crafts table as an activ-
ity. Many of the event chairs are looking for fresh ideas to 
supplement the perennial favorites. We have an account 
with Materials for the Arts and this crew will also keep 
arts and crafts supplies in stock.

VENDING CREW
Would you like to shop for everyone’s favorite treats 
and sell them to hungry and thirsty kids and par-
ents? The Vending Crew is a great way to raise mon-
ey for the park while making everyone happy with 
ice cream and bottled water. Asking the park staff to 
manage vending was ultimately too disruptive, so the 
only way this can happen is if members take charge. 
 
Did you know that you can now sign up to do your 
volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, click on 
the Events page from the menu on your left, and there 
you will see a list of Park events, and links to sign up to 
volunteer for them via Volunteerspot. That’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors and pho-
tographers as well as event coverage and story ideas 
needed for upcoming issues. Earn your volunteer hours 
from home and on your time! 


