
From the President

Fellow Park Members: 

I will come right out and say it: we are in 
grave danger of canceling our Memorial Day 
Extravaganza. This event was our biggest fun-
draiser in 2014--and we may need to cancel 
it because no one is volunteering to chair the 
picnic committee. 

If no one volunteers by March 15, the event 
will be canceled.  Contact Deb McGowan 
(DebMcG@mac.com) if you are willing to 
make a commitment and help throw one of 
the park’s two biggest parties.  The park de-
serves it, our neighborhood deserves it, and 
our veterans deserve it.  Don’t you agree?

Yours,
Jeremy Kareken
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Meeting Announcement 

 
Please join us for the next  

General Membership meeting on  
Monday 3/16/15 at 8:00PM at  

Phipps Social Hall  
51-01 39th Avenue.
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Our 3 Har-Tru tennis courts will be opening at the 
beginning of May weather permitting.   Much needs 
to be done prior to the opening and we depend on our 
membership to help with this work.   We will be hold-
ing work weekends (weather permitting) on April  4th 
& 5th and April 11th & 12th starting at 11AM each 
day.  As most of our members know, there is a lot of 
prep work to get the courts ready for our contractor.  
We hope as many members as possible will be able to 
find time to join us on any of the scheduled work days.  
Since we ask each club member to give 6 hours of 
volunteer work, this is an ideal time to get your hours 
done.  The six hours count toward your park volun-
teer hours.  This year we are requiring that 4 hours be 
completed by April 20th.   If you are unable to fulfill 
this requirement, you will have to pay the $60 partial 
volunteer fee with your membership dues prior to 
joining the club.   The remaining 2 hours of volunteer 
time must be completed by July 31st.   If you are able 
to complete the original 4 hours volunteer time by July 
31st, you will receive a refund or credit toward next 
year’s dues.
 
We encourage all our parents to enroll their children in 
the club especially if they plan to participate in clinics 
run by Carlo Carlini our tennis instructor.  Member-

ship applications will be available in the park office and 
on the park website in a couple of weeks.    We have 
various membership categories and we’re sure you will 
find one to suit your needs.  
 
We will be running Adult clinics as well as social mix-
ers throughout the season, several tournaments on the 
weekends and if there is enough interest, there will 
most likely be a Men’s Singles ladder for those with a 
competitive nature.  
 
We are still working on the general program for our 
new season. We will hold a public tennis meeting near 
the end of March (TBA). Please watch your e-mails 
from the park, or check the park website under the 
tennis tab.  
 
We are looking for teens from the park who would be 
interested in helping the tennis manager maintain the 
courts in exchange for a free tennis club membership. 
We have had very few teen members in the last several 
years and we encourage them to help the younger chil-
dren and be a role model for them.
We hope we will see many of our park members out on 
the courts this year and look forward to a busy season.

Art of Science Class: 6 years +

Squish This Splat That:  
Sensory art class, 18mos - 3yrs

www.unplugkids.com
email: info@unplugkids.com
facebook.com/unplugkids

Tennis News
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Premium membership allows full benefits of play at anytime 
(weekdays, nights and weekends) weather permitting and 
the benefit to reserve a court for one hour per day.

Off Peak membership (less expensive) allows a member to 
play on week days only from 10AM to 5PM.  You also have 
the right to reserve a court for one hour during those times.  
Playing during “prime time” requires an additional hourly 
rate of $15 per hour.

Teen Premium membership allows full benefits of play at 
anytime (weekdays, nights and weekends) without the res-
ervation benefit.

Teen Off-Peak membership allows play on weekdays only 
from 10AM to 5PM

Child membership (under 13 yrs old) allows play on week-
days only from 10AM to 5PM

Dues Structure
       Adult premium  $200  
 Adult off peak  $100  
      Teen premium  $ 70  
       Teen off peak  $ 45 

Children – one child - $30; two children $60; 3-5 children 
- first two $60 and every child after that will be half price 
($15); every child under 13 is free with a parent having either 
Premium or Off-Peak membership.  We will call it the family 
discount and we will include a $30 discount toward a teen 
membership if they are joining with a parent.  

KIDS PROGRAM – 2015 TENNIS SEASON
Tennis Instructors:  Carlo Carlini & J.L. Calderon

Spring schedule:
Tuesday, Thursday    3pm to 6pm  (1 Hour Lessons)
Saturday                    8am to 11am  “    “         “

Summer schedule:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  9am to 11 am  (1 Hour Lessons)
Saturday                                 8am to 11am     “    “       “

Fall schedule: 
Tuesday, Thursday    3pm to 6 pm   (1 hour Lessons)  
Saturday                    8am to 11am    “     “        “

Price for one-hour class $25. I will also offer a buy 10 get 1 
free “package”

The Tennis Committee
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Summer Soccer 
Flex-Pass 

Buy 5, 10, 15 
or unlimited classes and drop in any day of the week.
Valid Monday through Saturday
Prices: $15/class or $450 for unlimited.
Summer camps, Birthdays and Afterschool
Astoria, Jackson Heights, Middle Village, Manhattan
(718) 350-1535
www.superkickers.com
Ages 1 – 12 Years old



At the most recent membership meeting the board 
presented a proposed budget for the 2015-2016 fis-
cal year. I encourage members to review the proposed 
budget on the treasurer’s section of the park website 
(http://www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/treport).  This 
page is for members only and you will be asked to cre-
ate an account if you have not already done so.  

The park remains in a strong financial position, and 
has had the ability to embark on a few large capital 
improvement projects in the last few years years, with 
the current renovation of the uppers being the most 
recent. This year we will focus on completing smaller, 
yet critical, infrastructure projects (i.e. repairing and 
rebuilding fences, repairing the park house, etc.). We 
will continue to manage ongoing operating costs and 
plan to find additional revenue sources.  Our goal is to 
keep our budget balanced and so that dues levels may 
remain unchanged from the previous year.  

As a reminder, we do rely on the funds received from 
membership dues to operate the park, so we ask that 
members respond in a timely manner to invoices. You 
can check your current balance and make payments 
by logging onto the park website. Members who have 
an outstanding balance will not be able to renew their 
membership for the upcoming year. If you have any 
questions regarding an invoice please contact the park 
office (sgcapark@gmail.com).

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or 
bring them to the March 16th membership meeting 
where we will vote on the proposed budget.   Thank 
you, and I look forward to another fun and successful 
year at the park!

Steve Leamer, Treasurer
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Announcements:
We have many events that still need chairs!  
Bolded events will not happen without volun-
teers.   Please contact Deb McGowan (DebMcG@
mac.com) or stop in at the park office to sign up.  

Volunteer Crew Teams Now Forming

It’s never too early to think about volunteering for the 
2015-2016 season.  Consider joining--or even leading-
-one of our volunteer crews and make this the best 
year ever.  Stop into the park office or email sgcapark@
gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER RECRUITER
Are you persuasive, with the ability to talk anyone into 
anything?  Then you could assist the park staff as a Vol-
unteer Recruiter, helping secure volunteers for our events 
and daily activities.  
 
POOL CREW
Tasks include general maintenance like daily chlorine & 
pH checks, monitoring the pump, and keeping the pool 
clean & healthy for everyone to enjoy.  
 
SHED CREW
This crew will organize the shed, help event chairs to know 
what’s available in the shed, and offer input and assistance 
on ongoing shed maintenance and repairs.

MOVIE SCREEN CREW
The executive board has set aside money to purchase a 
screen!  We are looking for a movie screen crew to host & 
organize low-key members-only screen showings in the 
park. 
 
ARTS & CRAFTS CREW
Most of our events have an arts & crafts table as an activ-
ity.  Many of the event chairs are looking for fresh ideas to 
supplement the perennial favorites.  We have an account 
with Materials for the Arts and this crew will also keep 
arts and crafts supplies in stock.

VENDING CREW
Would you like to shop for everyone’s favorite treats 
and sell them to hungry and thirsty kids and par-
ents?  The Vending Crew is a great way to raise mon-
ey for the park while making everyone happy with 
ice cream and bottled water.  Asking the park staff to 
manage vending was ultimately too disruptive, so the 
only way this can happen is if members take charge. 
 
Did you know that you can now sign up to do your 
volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, click on 
the Events page from the menu on your left, and there 
you will see a list of Park events, and links to sign up to 
volunteer for them via Volunteerspot. That’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors and pho-
tographers as well as event coverage and story ideas 
needed for upcoming issues. Earn your volunteer hours 
from home and on your time! 

TBD   Easter Egg Hunt (Sat)
May 9, 2015  Mother’s Day Plant Sale (Sat)
May 9, 2015  New Member’s Breakfast #1 
May 18, 2015  General Membership Meeting
TBD   Memorial Day Fair (Sat) 
June 13, 2015  New Member’s Breakfast #2 
June 13, 2015  Father’s Day Campout (Sat)
June 15, 2015  General Membership Meeting
TBD   Out of School BBQ (Thur)
TBD   Summer Social / Firefly Night (Sat)
TBD   Yard Sale (Sat)
August   Shakespeare in the Park 
TBD   Flicks in the Garden (Sat)
October 3, 2015 Oktoberfest (Sat)
October 21, 2015 General Membership Meeting
October 31, 2015 Halloween Party (Sat)
November 7, 2015 Chili Bowl (Sat)
December 6, 2015 Holiday Boutique (Sun)
December 7, 2015 General Membership Meeting

SGCA 2015 Calendar of Events
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Ivan Srb, Park Director: 
I have been a regular Sunnyside 
Park and tennis member for 25 
years. During that time, I have 
always done volunteer work for 
the park, as well as maintained 
the tennis courts and served on 
the tennis committee. I’ve always 
believed this park was special. It’s 
a place where people can come to find relaxation and 
a sense of enjoyment in life, and where members can 
bring their families to watch their kids have fun in a safe 
and nurturing environment.  My sons grew up here. 

I’m looking forward to getting to know all of you so 
we can work together to help keep our beautiful park 
the extraordinary community oasis we’ve built over the 
years while respecting park traditions, rules and each 
other. 

All the best in the new season and I hope to see you 
soon!

 
David Cha, Park Associate: 
I am a lifelong New Yorker who 
grew up in Washington Heights, 
took the subway to Bronx  
Science and Baruch, and got 
my undergraduate at SUNY  
Binghamton. I’m a self taught 
developer who works with Teach 
For America. 

Brian Jacobsen, Caretaker:
Brian is in his third year of being 
grounds keeper of park.  He is 
always around to assist with any-
thing a park member needs.

Meet the New Park Staff!


