
From the President

Dear Members,
     
To start off, I want to say THANK YOU 
to the Board and all the Park Members for 
the time volunteered so far this year. With-
out the hard work and volunteer time, the 
Park would not be in the great shape it is 
in and the events would not be as great as 
they have been. The Park is built on your 
help and when you volunteer you get so 
much more out of the Park. When I started 
as President this year, I looked at it as me 
helping the park my family and I love so 
much. But it has turned into much more. 
I have found that I’m learning much more 
than I ever thought I would. This Park and 
its volunteer system is a great way to help, 
learn and make new friends while build-
ing community.

I want to take this time also to ask Mem-
bers to keep your eye out for opportunities 
to do your part. We are always in need of 

volunteers to clean up toys and help close 
the park. We always need gate checkers. 
These jobs really help the staff, especially 
on days when we have a picnic grove filled 
with birthday parties and guests of these 
parties that might not be aware of the 
Park rules. We also need your help with 
the events that make the experience of the 
park what it is, whether it is being part 
of the team on our public events, which 
help raise the money for much needed 
improvements or our Members event that 
our kids love so much.

As you might have seen, the track has been 
repaired and the lines are being painted. 
The foot wash has been installed. Basi-
cally, the Park is ready for the high sea-
son. In the coming months more projects 
will be completed which will help with the 
safety of our children and overall enjoy-
ment of the park. Feel free to reach out to 
your Zone Reps if you have ideas and or 
would like to join planning committees 
on the improvements to the sprinkler and 
the Uppers playground.

I look forward to seeing you at the next 
General meeting.

Sincerely,
James W. Ricciardella
SGCA President
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Meeting Announcement
Please join us for the next General 
Membership meeting on Monday 

5/19/14 at 8:00 p.m. at Phipps Social 
Hall 51-01 39th Avenue.
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The Park’s annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale is a true 
neighborhood perennial—it keeps coming back, bigger 
and better than ever. This year was no exception, with 
the addition of gallon-sized perennials like PowWow 
Purple Echinacea and Golden Sunbeam Yarrow. These 
flowers were in addition to the multitude of perenni-
al herbs (including four different varieties of mint!), a 
dozen heirloom vegetables, and the usual spectacular 
assortment of annual flowers. All of our plants are or-
ganically grown—something very few sellers can say!

A lesser known part of the event is the Gardening 
Workshop for Families that is offered the week before 
the Sale. This the fourth year we have offered the work-
shop and this year it was packed with more than twenty 
families working together to make a special take-home 
basket or pot full of a sampling of the Plant Sale’s of-
ferings! Families learn about the three elements of gar-
dening—water, sun, and soil—with a hands-on demon-
stration of worm composting. For some reason, worms 
make for a good time!

While rain certainly helps the garden grow, this year’s 
Plant Sale began and ended in the rain. Mary Kane, 
Laura Rowland and Dorothy Morehead almost float-
ed away while picking up this year’s plants. Clean-up 
wasn’t as bad, but the rain did make it a little muddy—
thank you to those who showed up unasked to help at 
the end of the day! Thank you to all the volunteers and 
shoppers, as well as to the perennial gardeners who help 
to make the Plant Sale special… Soja Bobrow, Katie 
O’Sullivan, Amy Fitzgerald, Gaby Genia, and especially 
Dorothy Morehead.

2014 Mother’s Day Plant Sale by Kathy Scalzo



Announcements:
Did you know that you can now sign up to do your 
volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, click on 
the Events page from the menu on your left, and there 
you will see a list of Park events, and links to sign up to 
volunteer for them via Volunteerspot. That’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors and pho-
tographers as well as event coverage and story ideas 
needed for upcoming issues. Earn your volunteer hours 
from home and on your time! 

Upcoming Events:
Join us for the next General Membership meeting on 
Monday 5/19/14 at 8:00PM at Phipps Social Hall 51-01 
39th Avenue. 

Memorial Day Fair - Saturday, May 24th
Memorial Day Weekend is coming up fast, and the Park is 
in need of volunteers for the Memorial Day Fair on May 
24th to make the event a success! This is one of our largest 
fundraisers of the year, and is a great time for all.
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January 6, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

February 3, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

February 24, 2014 General Membership Meeting (Mon)

March 3, 2014  Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

March 22, 2014 Spring Clean-Up (Sat)

March 24, 2014  General Membership Meeting (Mon)

April 7, 2014  Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

April 19, 2014  Easter Egg Hunt (Sat)

May 5, 2014  Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

May 10, 2014  Mother’s Day Plant Sale (Sat)

May 19, 2014  General Membership Meeting (Mon) 

May 24, 2014  Memorial Day Fair (Sat)

June 2, 2014  Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

June 7, 2014  Father’s Day Campout (Sat)

June 16, 2014  General Membership Meeting

June 26, 2014  Out of School BBQ (Thur)

July 12, 2014  Summer Social / Firefly Night (Sat)

TBD   Shakespeare in the Park (Fri)

TBD   Shakespeare in the Park (Fri)

September 8, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

Sept. 20, 2014  Yard Sale (Sat)

TBD   Flicks in the Garden (Sat)

October 6, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

October 11, 2014 Oktoberfest (Sat)

October 25, 2014 Halloween Party (Sat)

November 3, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

November 8, 2014 Chili Bowl (Sat)

December 1,  2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Mon)

December 7, 2014 Holiday Boutique (Sun)

December 15, 2014 General Membership Meeting

SGCA
2014 Calendar of Events



Tennis News

Our 3 Har-Tru tennis courts officially opened  on 
May 6th. We encourage all our parents to enroll their 
children in the club especially if they plan to partici-
pate in clinics run by Carlo Carlini our tennis instruc-
tor.  Membership applications are available in the 
park office and on the park website.    We have various 
membership categories and we’re sure you will find 
one to suit your needs.  
We will be running Adult clinics as well as social mix-
ers throughout the season.  We will have a couple of 
tournaments during the season and if there is enough 
interest, there will most likely be a Men’s Singles ladder 
for those with a competitive nature.  
We hope we will see many of our park members out on 
the courts this year and look forward to a busy season.
We are still looking for a teen from the park who 
would be interested in helping the tennis manager 
maintain the courts in exchange for a teen premium 
membership. 

Following is the Spring schedule for Kids group les-
sons starting Thursday, May 8th

Tuesday, Thursday
2:45 pm to 3:45 pm    age 3 to 4 (beginners)
3:45 pm to 4:45 pm    ages 4 to 6 
4:45 pm to 5:45 pm    ages 7 to 10

Saturday
8 am to 9 am       ages 4 to 6 (beginners)
9 am to 10 am     ages 4 to 6
10 am to 11 am   ages 7 to 10
Reservations are required and cancellations must be 
made 24 hours prior the reserved class.

Pricing:  11 classes for $250, usable until the end of 
the 2014 season. Pay as you go is also available.  If you 
are interested, please e-mail carlonyny@yahoo.com

The Tennis Committee

Page 4



Once a year on a Saturday, an elite few are called 
upon to leave their families at home and make a 
sacrifice—a sacrifice that leads them to the Park 
when no child is allowed in. That day is called 
Spring Clean Up and those people are called... 
The Spring Cleaner Uppers (unless of course 
they are working in the Lowers!). Anyway, it 
was an awesome day full of hoses, tools, pipes, 
rakes, paints, and a super bunch of people. 
The Park thanks all the volunteers who made 
the park look so great for the start of the new  
season! 

Spring Clean Up by Kayvan Gahrahmat
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Art of Science Class: 6 years +

Squish This Splat That:  
Sensory art class, 18mos - 3yrs

www.unplugkids.com
email: info@unplugkids.com
facebook.com/unplugkids

 Sunnyside Gardens Park Tee Ball is already hitting 
home runs! The annual volunteer-organized tee ball 
practices began Sunday, April 27 and will run for 6 Sun-
days through June 15th. The kids participating range in 
age from 4 to 6 years old. For some kids this is their 
first baseball experience ever, while others are a little 
more seasoned. In order to meet everyone’s needs the 
coaches divide the groups by age and experience, with 
one group even ready to be pitched to.
 Coaches Jason Ortiz, Nick Reiner and others are 
working to help the kids learn the basics of tee ball such 
as how to hold the bat, run the bases and catch ground 
balls.
Jason Ortiz says, “Tee ball provides kids with the op-
portunity get out every Sunday, enjoy the nice weather 
and to play with kids from around Sunnyside across age 
ranges.”
Nick Reiner adds, “We wish to provide the initial spark 
of interest in baseball, one of the greatest American pas-
times!”

 

Without the help and support of our volunteers this 
season tee ball would never have happened. It’s great 
to see so many parents out with their kids each Sunday 
morning enjoying the ball games!

T-Ball at the Park 
 by Stacie Lorraine

Photo Credit: Ty Sullivan

Summer Soccer 
Flex-Pass 

Buy 5, 10, 15 
or unlimited classes and drop in any day of the week.
Valid Monday through Saturday
Prices: $15/class or $450 for unlimited.
Summer camps, Birthdays and Afterschool
Astoria, Jackson Heights, Middle Village, Manhattan
(718) 350-1535
www.superkickers.com
Ages 1 – 12 Years old
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