
From the President…..
 
Elections for Sunnyside Gardens Com-
munity Association (SGCA) Board Mem-
bers are approaching. !ey will be held 
at the General Membership Meeting on 
December 16th. All four Executive Board 
positions are open as well as a few Zone 
Representative positions. Gail Gri"n has 
graciously volunteered to lead the search 
and nomination committee. If you are 
interested in learning more about serv-
ing on the board, please reach out to Gail 
or any member of Board. We can all be 
reached via Angela or Robin in the Park 
O"ce.
For those who are not familiar with the 
history of SGCA, it was formed to man-
age and care for Sunnyside Park. SGCA 
does not own Sunnyside Park. In order 
for community residents to be able to use 
the park, they must join SGCA. !erefore, 
we all have a responsibility to participate 
in ensuring that the park is well-managed. 
SGCA is a community association that is 
meant to be run solely by volunteers. It is 

only in recent times that the Association 
has paid employees to assist in managing 
certain elements of the park. For many 
decades the Association ran the park 
just on volunteer power. With today’s de-
mands and pressures on families, the idea 
of volunteers overseeing the daily opera-
tions of a three and half acre park may 
seem anachronistic. Could we hire a man-
agement company to manage it? Possibly. 
But doing so would increase our annual 
dues and require a vote of the member-
ship. Higher dues may also prevent many 
families from rejoining the following year, 
thereby decreasing the diversity of our 
membership.
I believe that we have the right model but 
it requires that more members make the 
commitment to support the Board. Dur-
ing the course of its nearly 90-year his-
tory, there have been times when there 
hasn’t been a fully functioning Board. 
And the park o#en su$ered for it. While 
it is a commitment, it is rewarding. Work-
ing alongside a group of dedicated people, 
you have a direct say in how the park is 
run and, as part of giving back to your 
community, you will be a role model for 
your child(ren). I hope you will consid-
er a position on the Board or on one of 
the committees that supports the Board’s 
functions.

Best wishes,

Lisa Jacobsen
President, SGCA
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Please join us for the next  
General Membership meeting on 

Monday 10/21/13 at 8:00PM  
at Phipps Social Hall 
51-01 39th Avenue.
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Photos by Ann Price

 With good weather, a neighborhood came 
together to celebrate the seventh annual Oktober-
fest, Arts and Cra#s Fair, with Pumpkin Patch, at 
Sunnyside Gardens Park on Saturday October 5th. 
!ere was something for everyone in the neigh-
borhood. Lisa Jacobsen, the president of the Sun-
nyside Gardens Community Association said, “ We 
have a variety of activities taking place all within 
the con%nes of the park.” Over 20 local artists sold 
their wares and were organized by Samantha Ho-
gan and Jenn Busnel. Local musicians provided live 
performances including Richard Younger, “Super 
Cools” from Sunnyside AHRC, a Brooklyn duo, 
“Bad Poets,” “Little Fiddlers” from the Sunnyside 
String School as well as “!ere !ey Go” a group 
organized by Alex Hegyi. Children’s activities were 
numerous with face painting by Laura Senicea, 

crown making, sand art and pumpkin painting. 
All-in-One Entertainment provided pony rides, a 
20 foot high giant slide and a 28 foot high climbing 
wall. !e pumpkin patch was bursting with over a 
1,000 pumpkins. As in years past the picnic area 
was transformed into a classic German beer garden 
with everything from bratwurst and sauerkraut to 
Black Forest cake and a beer truck from Budweiser. 
!is festival is SGCA’s largest fundraiser during the 
year. !e funds are used to help maintain the park 
and to keep membership fees low so that any family 
can join. “None of this could have happened with-
out park members volunteering, donating goods 
and using their talents,” said Debra McGowan, the 
event chairperson. “!ey do it all for the love they 
have for this very special park.”    
    by Debra McGowan
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!anks to the Pool Committee 
by Kayvan Gahrahmat

Once upon a time there was a small park in a big city. And 
within that park there was a pool, and in that pool… the chil-
dren played.

!is pool starts o$ as most pools do, empty. Nine months out 
of the year the pool is le# to Mother Nature. Leaves clog its 
drain, broken toys hide in its nooks, and the tiles that make 
up its sun crack under winter’s unforgiving extremes.

But do you want to hear the worst part of all? !e biggest 
kick in the seams? For three months out of the year this pool 
has to be awesome, it has to be epic. And if, just “if,” there is 
enough sweat, tears and heart added to the recipe it could, it 
really could be…
Epically Awesome.

Now this isn’t a “buckle down and get the job done” scenario. 
If you cleaned the pool yesterday, it’s full of leaves today. If 
you called the pool company and le# a message, you should 
really call them again and again—really, just keep calling. A 
%st shaking at the sky works as good as rocking in the corner 
and you still try them both. It becomes obvious, it’s inevi-
table, you’ll just have to admit it, the destiny of public disap-
pointment awaits you.

But then, just before you drown in this empty pool, every-
thing changes…
Ann Beirne, Shubhra Breivogel, Wendy Carew, Lainey Col-

lins, Eva Fearn, Susan Filomena, Ed Hodel, Jennifer Ito, Jan-
ice Kavanagh, Cassandra Lawlis, Liam McMahon, Sunita 
Meyers, Nick Morris, Mary O’Grady, Je$ Pash, James Ric-
ciardella and Travis Ross each put in between six to sixteen 
volunteer hours to make sure the pool was open every day 
this pool season. Volunteers logged over 190 hours in pool 
cleaning alone! Nick Morris hammered loose pavers back 
into place, Cassandra Lawlis took a back burner volunteer 
schedule and turned it into the pool’s crier and call to arms 
as every volunteer became every other volunteer’s backup.

A tiny pool, inside a small park, nestled in a large city created 
the 2013 Pool Committee that turned into a pool community 
that fed smiles to everyone who wished to test their waters.

!ank you all for your committed hard work, bottomless en-
ergy and your hearts.
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Announcements:
Did you know that you can now sign up to do your 
volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, click on 
the Events page from the menu on your le#, and there 
you will see a list of Park events, and links to sign up to 
volunteer for them via Volunteerspot. !at’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors and pho-
tographers as well as event coverage and story ideas 
needed for upcoming issues. Earn your volunteer hours 
from home and on your time! 

Upcoming Events:

!e Halloween Parade - check website for volunteering 
opportunities.

NEW EVENT!—!e Chili Bowl—coming November 
9—entry rules and more details coming soon.

!e Holiday Boutique has been rescheduled for 
December 8.  CHAIR NEEDED for this event!
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!e SGCA Tennis Club had a very successful summer 
with over 50 Child memberships. We are happy to re-
port that 17 of these children received a free member-
ship since one or both of their parents also joined the 
tennis club. It is great to see so many children taking 
advantage of the courts and learning the game under 
the expert guidance of Carlo and JL. Our instructors ran 
a very well attended summer program through July and 
August, both during the week and on Saturday morn-
ings. Now that school is back in session they are run-
ning a program two a#ernoons a week and they are con-
tinuing the Saturday morning program. !ese sessions 
will continue, weather permitting, until mid-November.

!e Club will host a Competitive Doubles Tournament 
on October 13th from 11am to 5pm for all of our adult 
members. We hope the weather will cooperate and ev-
eryone has a chance to enjoy some great matches.

Here’s looking forward to the continued success of the 
tennis club in 2014.

!e Tennis Committee 

Fall Tennis News,  
by Mary Ann Joyce
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Showcasing neighborhood talent: Arts and cra"s, kids’ ballet, vintage cartoons & Betty 
Boop cookies at the 3rd Annual “Flicks in the Garden”,  by Tammy Arnstein

Photo by Malcolm Lightner
Boundless energy from emcee Ty Sullivan

Photo by Malcolm Lightner
Sunnyside Ballet Studio’s young dancers perform for the audience

Photo by Julian Voloj

!e third annual “Flicks in the Garden” featured a 
multi-generational lineup of talent from our neigh-
borhood. !is family arts festival was started in 
2011 to recognize, celebrate and cultivate artists 
and arts enthusiasts of all ages in our community.
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Photo by Julian Voloj
Unplug Kids, an arts education organization based in Sunnyside, 
leads an arts and cra#s program that included a shadow puppet show

100% locally supported 
!e festival was generously supported by Sunnyside 
and Woodside small businesses that recognize the val-
ue of the arts in promoting a sense of community in our 
neighborhood. !ese included the Skillman Project, a 
neighborhood community group founded by business 
owners on Skillman Avenue dedicated to enhancing 
our community through local events, beauti%cation, 
and preservation. Additional supporters included Au-
bergine Cafe, Claret Wine Bar, Divina !reading Salon, 
Dog and Duck Gastropub, Donato’s Restaurant, I Love 
Paraguay, Kmia Salon, Little Friends Nursery School, 
Pink Icing Bake Shop, Sidetracks, Sunnyside Ballet 
Studio, Sunnyside Pizza, Tiny You Children’s Boutique, 
and Yogurberry. Kmia Salon on Queens Boulevard do-
nated hair and makeup services for all of the young bal-
let dancers.
  
Art supplies donated by Materials for the Arts
Art supplies for “Flicks in the Garden” were donated by 
Materials for the Arts (MFTA), an NYC Department 
of Cultural A$airs program based in Long Island City 
that donates supplies to nonpro%t organizations featur-
ing arts programming. SGP has a new account with 
MFTA and can take advantage of the program for all 
public events.

“Flicks in the Garden” (continued)

Photo by Malcolm Lightner
Vintage cartoons cookies created by CAKE: Cakes and Kids Events,  
a new business started by Kathy and Ty Sullivan
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SUMMER SOCIAL & FIREFLY NIGHT  
by Kristin Burns

!anks to everyone who made this year’s Summer 
Social such a fantastic event! On July 17th the Park 
hosted both the Summer Social and Fire&y Night. It 
was a beautiful if sweltering Friday evening, and with 
activities for children and adults, it was truly an event 
celebrating all of our members.

Julie Nover and Tania Mohammad organized a fun 
Fire&y Night—%re&ies optional!—with Glow-in-the-
Dark bowling, nets for catching %re&ies and plenty of 
glowsticks for lighting up the Park past dusk. !ere was 
a cra# table over&owing with pipe cleaners and pom 
poms that kept the kids happy while the adults mingled.

Co-chair Ann Price took the helm for planning (I helped 
mainly on the day of the Social since welcoming our 
son Xavier 6 weeks earlier) and expanded on last year’s 
winning combo of cocktails, contests and conversation 
with a South of the Border theme featuring guacamole 
and margarita competitions. She did an amazing job 
recruiting entrants, decorating for a festive party scene 
and organizing the volunteers.

In order to liven the party a bit more, Ann invited our 
favorite neighborhood food truck, El Vagabundo, to sell 
delicious tacos to the crowd. !e line was moving all 

night long as Ramon and his wife’s tacos made an excel-
lent companion to the contest entries.

!anks to all the food and drink contestants for their 
delicious contributions! We’re happy to announce the 
winners of this year’s Summer Social food and drink 
contests—
!e Make It Special Margarita winner - Amanda Lefer 
with her Kombucharita
Guac O$ winner - Alison O’Reilly with her Bacon Blue 
Cheese guacamole. 

Look for recipes in the next Spark!
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If you’ve noticed that the park and its surrounding 
streets look a little prettier this year, then you can thank 
the newly formed Gardening Committee for their beau-
ti%cation e$orts. Committee Chair Soja Bobrow says 
that their aims are simple: “We just do things around 
the park to make it prettier.”

!e greening of the park started in 2012 with the plant-
ing of two small black gum trees in the lowers and a 
small sassafras tree in the uppers. When Hurricane 
Sandy hit, the sassafras actually snapped in half, and its 
chances of survival were grim. But this hardy little tree 
survived being transplanted to a more sheltered loca-
tion along the back fence along the basketball courts, 
and it’s now thriving.

In 2013, the sassafras was joined by a Persian Ironwood 
and a crape myrtle, whose &owers brightened up the 
back fence this summer. Soja planted another crape 
myrtle to add even more color next year. Compost col-
lected in the community garden helps fertilize and nur-
ture these plants, along with other organic fertilizers.

!e boxwoods, of course, are the most visible new ad-
ditions. !e planters were built in 2012 by park volun-
teers, but sat empty until this spring when the Garden-
ing Committee decided to put them to use. Soja chose 
boxwoods because they’re an evergreen, and with no 
thorns, sharp twigs, or berries, they’re child friendly. 
“It’s a classic plant. No one hates boxwoods,” she jokes. 
!e boxwoods came from Nunziato’s on Roosevelt Av-
enue.

!e planters were also %lled with annuals le# over from 
the Mother’s Day Plant Sale, providing a lovely touch 
of color. !ese will die o$ over the winter, and Soja is 
already planning a color scheme for next year. In addi-
tion to being easy on the eyes, the planters also gently 
separate the blacktop from the ball court, preserving the 
separation of areas with di$erent purposes.

!e vines along the fence separating the pool from the 
lowers are hops, planted by Pool Committee chair Kay-
van Gahrahmat. A home-brew a%cionado, he chose 
hops because they grow fast and have a lovely fragrance, 
and by their second year should o$er some much-need-
ed shade in the pool area. 

!e Gardening Committee’s biggest project 
has been the new plantings along 48th and 
50th streets, on the outside perimeter of the 
park. Designed by our landscaper, volunteers 
helped plant bushes and trees to bring green-
ery to our neighborhood. !e trees along 50th 
street were donated to the park as a part of the 
Greening Western Queens initiative. 

Taking care of the plant life in the park requires 
help from volunteers, which helps mem-
bers ful%ll their requirement to give some of 
their time to a committee or event. While our 

landscaping contract covers trimming the lawn, some 
weeding, and removing debris from the picnic area 
and blacktop, there is still a lot to do. !e new plant-
ings haven’t been getting watered enough, and there’s 
always more weeding to be done. It takes about an hour 
to water the plantings on the perimeter, and less time to 
water the plants inside.

Coming up at the end of October, members will have 
the chance to plant da$odil bulbs given away each year 
by the city. !is is a great project for kids, who get so 
excited when they see their &owers %nally emerge from 
hibernation in the spring.

Soja is grateful to all the volunteers who have worked so 
hard to add these new plants to our park. “!e children 
are so interested and I love to answer their questions. 
My next plan is to plant butter&y bushes, plants that will 
attract butter&ies to our park. ”

!e Gardening Committee is always open to new ideas 
and fresh inspiration, so if there’s something you’d like 
to see at the park, Soja would love to hear about it—es-
pecially if you’re not afraid to get a little dirty. So if you’d 
like to help take care of our new plants so that they sur-
vive and thrive, please stop by the park o"ce and sign 
up today.
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!e SGCA Board would like to thank the 
following Event Chair People for their 
hard work, dedication and making our 

events such a success:

Nicole McDonnell and Ann Price for 
!e Out of School BBQ, Julie Nover 
and Tania Mohammad for Fire"y 

Night, Kristin Burns and Ann Price 
for Summer Social, Gail Gri!n and  
Jason Marr for Shakespeare in the 

Park, Tammy Arnstein and  
Ann Siedlecki for Flicks in the  

Garden, Natalie O’Sullivan and 
Alison O’Reilly for the Yard Sale and 

Debra McGowan for  
Oktoberfest.
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