
From the President…..
 
A Call to Arms (of sorts)
Most of you, if not all, have heard countless 
appeals by Board members, Park Directors, 
Event Organizers, and the like to get you, 
our members, to volunteer for the Park.  I am 
not going to say that this message is not the 
same.  What I will say is that we are working 
to create more volunteer opportunities that 
are meaningful and relevant, with the added 
benefit of tapping the deep pool of member 
talent.  We are even making the volunteer 
sign-up easier with the online sign-up sys-
tem, VolunteerSpot.
 
In addition to the age-old volunteer roles sur-
rounding our events (of course these are the 
way we entertain ourselves and fundraise) 
and Park Clean-ups, we have established sev-
eral committees to improve park functioning, 
ensure member satisfaction, expand activity 
and athletic offerings, and improve commu-
nications, among others.  Positions on these 
committees are still available and more infor-
mation on them can be found on our web-
site at http://www.sunnysidegardenspark.org.  

The purpose behind the committees is not 
to create an extra bureaucratic layer or bore 
people with countless meetings, but rather to 
rally like-minded members behind an area of 
interest with common goals that will produce 
results.
 
For instance, the Membership Committee 
is interested in addressing the issue of many 
young children “aging-out” of the Park be-
cause it is no longer relevant to their needs.  
We are looking for a few parents of older chil-
dren (and the children themselves) to join the 
Committee to come up with a variety of ideas 
that can be implemented that can change this 
situation.
 
There are many opportunities to organize 
simple and fun activities all year in the Park 
for members of all ages.  The Events & Ac-
tivities Committee is looking for members to 
organize games such as Kickball, Capture the 
Flag, Kick the Can, Tug of War, etc.  The list 
of ideas is endless and it doesn’t take much 
to organize a game:  pick a date, get it on the 
calendar, advertise, and monitor the activity.
 
As you may know, the Board approved a 
change to the By-Laws regarding the Member 
Volunteer program.  In short, it will require 
all members to either complete or pay for at 
least 6 hours of their volunteer commitment 
by July 31st of each year.  More information 
can be found on our website.  Hopefully, 
members will find something to sink their 
teeth into.  If not, and you have other ideas 
for volunteering that will either improve 
member satisfaction and/or raise funds for 
the Park, please let us know!
 
Best wishes,
 

Lisa Jacobsen
President, SGCA
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Announcement: 

Important Budget Vote 
SGCA General Membership Meeting

March 18, 2013 at 8 p.m.
The Queen of Angels’ Parish Center
Corner of 44th Street and Skillman  

Avenue, Sunnyside, NY
(across from the front of the Church)

 
The 2013-14 budget must be approved in order 

for the Park to have the necessary operating 
funds to start the new fiscal year.  We are  

holding our meeting at a more central location 
to the membership in hope of a higher turnout.



Page 2

Trivia Night at the Kettle

Sunnyside Gardens Park is always appreciative of the 
support we receive from the Sunnyside business com-
munity and the park has no greater friend in that regard 
than Patrick Tunney, owner and operator of The Kettle 
on Skillman Avenue. Over the years, Patrick has donat-
ed tens of thousands of dollars to the park through the 
proceeds raised from his annual golf tournament. It’s 
beyond kind of him to think directly of us each year as 
he looks to donate, and we can’t thank him enough.
 
But there is one way to show our appreciation. For the 
past five years, we’ve held a Park Trivia Night at the 
Kettle, where we all gather, raise a toast to Patrick and 
honor him for his contributions to the park. The event 
was started by former park co-president Brenda Wilson 
in 2009, and it has become one of Sunnyside Gardens 
Park’s truly big events outside the friendly confines of 
our park gates. It’s heartening to see Patrick beam with 
pride each year as we fill his restaurant/pub and show 
our gratitude.
 
This year’s Trivia Night is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 20 at 8 p.m. at - you guessed it - The Kettle.  It’s 
truly a great night out - teams of one to four people en-
gage in a friendly contest of knowledge for cash prizes 
while we honor Patrick. It lasts about two hours and, 
of course, folks can have dinner and drinks while they 
compete.
 
So hire those babysitters, grab your park and non-park 
friends who have love of the trivial and make it a night 
out! It’s always great for us to gather and socialize at the 
end (hopefully) of a long winter, catch up with each 
other, and get ready for another season of fun with our 
families at Sunnyside Gardens Park!

     by Roger Hitts

Membership Renewal begins on March 15th! 
 
Members with internet access must renew their mem-
bership online for the 2013-14 member year.  Please 
note that the Board approved a change to the By-Laws 
regarding the Member Volunteer program.  In short, it 
will require all members to either complete or pay for at 
least 6 hours by July 31st of each member year.  Mem-
bers who are not current with their member hour re-
quirement on August 1st will have their membership 
suspended until they become current.  More informa-
tion can be found on the website.  Anyone owing vol-
unteer hours as of March 31st will need to pay for their 
incomplete hours in order to renew their membership.  
Membership accounts have been established in our new 
membership database (Wild Apricot).  Instructions on 
how to access your member account are on  our web-
site, under the Member Renewal tab.

 
New Volunteer Sign Up System

SGCA is now using VolunteerSpot to enable members 
to sign up for event volunteer slots online. Volunteers 
will be able to sign up for the Spring 2013 Clean-up and 
the Easter Egg Hunt.  More information about this sys-
tem is on our website, under the Events tab called, “In-
structions for online sign-up”.

Community Collaborations

SGCA has teamed up with Recycle-A-Bicycle (learn 
about them at www.recycleabicycle.org ) to donate 
used, rusted, or broken bicycles of all sizes and bike 
parts.  Recycle-A-Bicycle will pick these up at the Park 
on March 26th.  You can put your bicycle against the 
wall in the picnic grove nearest to the tool shed.  There 
will be a box for bike parts as well.  Stay tuned for  de-
tails on workshops they will have at the Park which in-
clude making bike jewelry, fix-a-flat, and Get Your Bike 
Ready for the Spring.
 
Become part of a community caring for trees in West-
ern Queens!  Greening Western Queens is having a Tree 
Care Training on April 6th from 2:30-4:30p at the Sun-
nyside Library on Greenpoint Avenue.  You will receive 
free tree care training and a certificate from Trees New 
York.  Reserve your spot by contacting Kyle Richard at 
(917)613-5724 or KRichard@CityParksFoundations.org
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Upcoming Park Events 
 
Spring Clean-up will be on March 23rd (rain date : March 24th).  
 
The Easter Egg Hunt will be on March 30th.

These events will be the last opportunity for members to 
complete volunteer hours for the 2012-13 member year.  
Please sign up for a shift via VolunteerSpot.  Links  to the 
events can be found on  our website.
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SGCA Tennis News
Our 3 Har-Tru tennis courts 
will open at the beginning of 
May as long as the weather 
cooperates. As usual, much 
needs to be done prior to the 
opening. We will be holding 
work weekends on April 6 - 7 and April 13 - 14 start-
ing at 10 a.m. each day. As most of our members know, 
there is a lot of prep work to get the courts ready for our 
contractor. We hope as many members as possible will 
find time to join us on any of the scheduled work days. 
Since we ask each club member to give 6 hours of vol-
unteer work, this is an ideal time to get your hours done. 
This year we are requiring that 4 hours be completed by 
April 21st. If you are unable to fulfill this requirement, 
you will have to pay the $60 partial volunteer fee with 
your membership dues prior to joining the club. The re-
maining 2 hours of volunteer time must be completed 
by July 31st. If you are able to complete the original 4 
hours volunteer time by July 31st, you will receive a re-
fund or credit toward next year’s dues.

We encourage all our parents to enroll their children 
in the club, especially if they plan to participate in the 
spring and fall clinics that will be run by Kenny Hogan. 
Membership applications will be available in the park 
office and on the park website in a couple of weeks. We 
have various membership categories and we’re sure you 
will find one to suit your needs.
We will be running Adult clinics as well as social mixers 
throughout the season, as well as several tournaments 
on the weekends. If there is enough interest, there will 
most likely be a Men’s Singles ladder for those with a 
competitive nature.

We are still working on the general program for our new 
season. We will hold a public tennis meeting near the 
end of March (TBA). Please watch your e-mails from 
the park, or check the park website under the Tennis 
tab. We are looking for teens from the park who would 
be interested in helping the tennis manager maintain 
the courts and possibly help with the kids’ clinics in ex-
change for a free tennis club membership. We have had 
very few teen members in the last several years and we 
encourage them to help the younger children and be a 
role model for them.

 

 
We hope we will see many of our park members out on 
the courts this year and look forward to a busy season.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Premium membership allows full benefits of play at 
anytime (weekdays, nights, and weekends)
weather permitting and the benefit to reserve a court for 
one hour per day.

Off Peak membership (less expensive) allows a member 
to play on weekdays only from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. You 
also have the right to reserve a court for one hour dur-
ing those times. Playing during “prime time” requires 
an additional hourly rate of $15 per hour.

Teen Premium membership allows full benefits of play 
at anytime (weekdays, nights and weekends) without 
the reservation benefit.

Teen Off-Peak membership allows play on weekdays 
only from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Child membership (under 13 yrs old) allows play on 
weekdays only from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dues Structure
Adult Premium $200
Adult Off Peak $100
Teen Premium $ 70
Teen Off Peak $ 45
Children – one child - $30; two children $60; 3-5 chil-
dren - first two $60 and every child after
that will be half price ($15); every child under 13 is free 
with a parent having either Premium or
Off-Peak membership. We will call it the family dis-
count and we will include a $30 discount
toward a teen membership if they are joining with a 
parent.
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be inspired. Be amazing. just be.

LONG ISLAND CITY
10-14 47 Road
718.786.7962

ASTORIA
38-01 35th Avenue

718.274.0255

Yoga  Pilates  Hot Yoga

New Student Special
30 days of UNLIMITED classes for $49.00

offer ends 6/30/2012

www.the-yoga-room.com



Don’t miss capturing a single moment!
Specializing in Newborn, Baby, Children, Maternity,

Headshots and Special Event Photography.

Visit my website for my portfolio and contact information:

www.AmyCannon-Photography.com
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