
Your Park Needs You 
by Gail Griffin
The Nominations Committee is at work 
on the 2014 board elections for the SGCA. 
We have an immediate need for candi-
dates for President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Park Manager. (Note that according 
to the park bylaws, members who hold 
these positions must live in-zone.) All po-
sitions are unpaid, for one year and satisfy 
volunteer-hour requirements. We also are 
seeking a zone rep for Zone 3 (Phipps) for 
a 3-year term. 

If you are interested in helping but do not 
live in-zone, we still very much need you! 

We are looking for members to join our 
committees—Park Operations, Events, 
Tennis, Garden and Pool—as well as 
event chairs for 2014. Memorial Day and 
Oktoberfest may seem far off now, but so 
much advanced work goes into making 
these events successful. Consider signing 
up now!

Our park cannot function without the 
support of a committed volunteer board. 
If you are able to serve, or have ideas about 
members who can, please contact me at 
gailgriffin@yahoo.com or (347) 721-5686. 

2013 SGCA Board

Lisa Jacobsen,  President  
Vyta Longhitano, Vice President 
Dietmar Detering,Treasurer
Patrick Burns, Secretary

Zone 1 Reps:

Fallon Connolly
Debbie Lucas 
Michael O’Sullivan

Zone 2 Reps:

Matthew Abbott  
Laura Gahrahmat
Rayna Huber Erlich

Zone 3 Reps:

Dorothy Cavallo 
Mary Ann Joyce 
Soja Bobrow

Phipps Management Rep: 

William Eichhorn 

Homeowners Rep:

Ciaran Staunton

December 2013
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Please join us for the next General Membership 
meeting on Monday 12/16/13 at 8:00PM  

at Queen of Angels Auditorium
 44-04 Skillman Ave (entrance on 45th Street) 

Sunnyside, NY



Winning KOMBUCHARITA!
from the 2013 Summer Social  
by Amanda Lefer

KOMBUCHARITA 

1 part lime juice
2 parts Kombucha
2 parts triple sec
3 parts tequila

if you’re making one drink then  
1 part= 1/2 ounce
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Announcements:
Did you know that you can now sign up to do 
your volunteer hours online?
Go to www.sunnysidegardenspark.org/events, 
click on the Events page from the menu on your 
left, and there you will see a list of Park events, 
and links to sign up to volunteer for them via 
Volunteerspot. That’s it!

Join the SPARK committee! Writers, editors 
and photographers as well as event coverage 
and story ideas needed for upcoming issues. 
Earn your volunteer hours from home and on 
your time! 

Upcoming Events:
2014 Board Elections at the December General 
Membership Meeting, Monday, December 16, 
2013.
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We are happy to report that the Tennis Club enjoyed a 
very successful season this year. The tennis clinic run 
by Ken Hogan in the spring was very well attended and 
enjoyed by all. The summer/fall programs run by Carlo 
Carlini and JL have proven to be very popular with both 
the children and adults. We had over 50 children and 20 
adults take advantage of the various clinics and private 
lessons given by our instructors. There were 53 children 
who joined the tennis club this year—an all-time record. 
It has been very gratifying to see so many children out 
on the courts, learning a great sport and enjoying them-
selves at the same time. We look forward to building on 
this success and continue with an exceptional program 
for 2014. 

Best wishes to all for a safe and happy holiday season!!!

The Tennis Committee

Tennis News
by Mary Ann Joyce
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First Annual Chili Cook Off 
 by Kayvan Gahrahmat

November 9th, 2013. It was a time of cold… well, mild-
ly cold temperatures. Hibernation had set in at the park, 
fall cleanup was coming to an end, heaters at home were 
beginning to burn off their summer dust, and collec-
tions of coats began to crowd our front doors.

It was then on that day, in our Park, competitors, volun-
teers, sponsors, and consumers all added an extra layer 
and ventured out to participate in another awe-inspir-
ing community moment in the Park’s history. It was the 
1st Annual Chili Bowl!

Over seventeen competing chili’s lined the picnic grove. 
Table Wine of Jackson Heights and Singlecut Beer-
smiths of Astoria bookended the action as the four 
person jazz band (who affectionately changed there 
names to the White Hot Chili Peppers for the day) nes-
tled themselves in a corner. Barbeques where lit to add 
warmth to the grove.  But all this was just the kindling. 
With warm bellies and neighborhood friends, it was the 
laughs, smiles and conversations of all who attended 
that kept the Park heated and at it’s best that day.

Tasters received a shirt, a Frisbee, a voting card, and two 
votes. Families took comfort in this member and mem-
ber friend event and quickly found out which chili was 
worth talking about and tasting again. Children roasted 
marshmallows with such great enthusiasm the gather-
ing generated an impromptu tambourine parade. Par-
ents celebrated by scrambling to get in another taste of 
chili and sip of drink.   

Every Member took great pride in their chili.  Everyone 
deserved a prize for chili heart and heat.  But every bowl 
needs a winner, and the 1st Annual Chili Bowl champs 
were…
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James Ricciardella, 3rd place!  Kate Mitchell, 2nd place 
and winner of two tickets to Wicked!  Joseph O’Sullivan 
took home the highly coveted 1st place trophy and two 
suite tickets to a Brooklyn Nets game!  

By 4pm the Chili Bowl was over.  Awards where passed 
out, cleanup was underway and smiles walked out of 
the Park’s gate.  Someone asked me at the Chili Bowl 
something, and to be perfectly candid I cannot recall 
what they asked or who it was, but I do remember what 
I responded...”what a great vibe.” 

A special thanks goes out to all who sponsored the event 
(see photo inset.) With their support our Park was the 
true beneficiary of this event.  The Chili Bowl was not 
just a fun way to spend a Saturday.  It was a successful 
fundraiser for our little piece of Park heaven.

Thanks to Director’s James Ricciardella and Travis Ross 
for creating and heading up the Chili Bowl.  (This au-
thor was also one of Directors.)   Thanks goes out to the 

Park Board.  Without their undying love and support 
of the Park, the three of us would not have been able to 
get off our stools and turn this event idea into a reality. 

And of course a special thanks to all the volunteers and 
participants, without them it would have just been a 
mildly cold day at the Park.

First Annual Chili Cook Off(continued)
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Shakespeare in Our Park 
by Gail Griffin

O brave new world, that has such actors in it! Sunny-
side-based Hip to Hip Theatre Company completed an-
other successful summer season of free Shakespeare in 
the Park with performances on August 2 and 9 at SGP. 
Led by park member and artistic director Jason Marr, 
Hip to Hip each year presents a Shakespearean comedy 
and tragedy, in repertory, in parks throughout Queens. 

This year, Hip to Hip performed “The Tempest” and 
“Love’s Labor’s Lost” in front of a robust crowd at the 
Park. Even as off-and-on rainshowers fell during “Love’s 
Labor’s Lost,” park members and other theater lovers 
clustered under tents to hear the Bard’s words given life. 

For the first time, Hip to Hip preceded each perfor-
mance with programming intended to teach kids about 
theater. In the 30-minute “Kids & the Classics” interac-
tive workshop, SGP’s smallest members practiced their 
acting, learned some new words and received diplomas 
celebrating their efforts. Hip to Hip also introduced a 
new multi-tiered set and improved acoustics this year.

Thanks to Jason and Joy Marr and the whole Hip to Hip 
company, along with event co-chair Andrea Rose, An-
gela and all of our Shakespeare in the Park volunteers, 
for making both evenings such a success. 

“SGP is one of our favorite venues because of you and 
the community, and because we count it as our home 
venue,” Jason said. “We look forward to partnering with 
you again next year to bring our professional, family-
friendly, free entertainment to your wonderful park.” 
We look forward to raising the curtain again in 2014.
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