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Dear Members,

I have met many wonderful people these last three years on the board, many of them hard-working 
volunteers who sacrifice a great deal of time to their local community park. I want to say “thank you” 
to each and every one of you. There have been those few members that criticize, comment on, and 
begrudge what the board accomplishes. Thankfully those are just a handful of members.

It has been a wonderful year in Sunnyside Gardens Park. Our events have brought in money that is 
very much needed to continue with beautifying the park and its surrounding area. This past week we 
celebrated Oktoberfest, chaired by Deborah McGowan, Regina Stavrapolous, and Kenny Huderski, 
three wonderful people who worked very hard to make the event a success. A great deal of hard work 
goes into these events before, during, and after. It’s never easy, as many sacrifice time with their own 
families to make these events memorable for others.

The current board accomplished so much...and I applaud their continuing efforts to continue with 
the phases of work that are planned for the park. 48th and 50th streets have never looked better. 
Sidewalks were repaired on 48th Street and landscaping has truly made it look so wonderful. A 
sidewalk has been put in place where for many, many years residents could not safely walk on 50th 
street. The Lowers looks amazing...the playground is updated and the children are enjoying it. What 
more can we ask for? The front garden has been restored after a major construction project. We have 
installed high efficiency lights at 50th Street and Barnett Avenue, providing safety to local residents.

I shared a story with a some friends recently. My son Joseph asked me how long have I owned the 
park. I laughed and thought about how my dear friend Tonia Moore repeatedly says, “Take owner-
ship, follow through with what is needed.” She is so right! If we all decided to take charge and oversee 
an aspect of the park that needs an improvement, what great things would happen.

As my family continues to grow, I have asked Lisa Jacobsen to step in for me. She will do a wonderful 
job and I wish her all the best.

Best to all,

Natalie O’Sullivan

October 2012
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Dear Members,

When Natalie first asked me if I would assume the position of Park President for the remainder of her 
term, my first reaction was, “How could I follow such a great act?” During Natalie’s tenure, long overdue 
construction projects were completed, new lighting and basketball courts were installed, the equipment 
in the Lowers was replaced, Park finances were greatly improved, among many other things.  She has 
made it look so easy.

But then I thought about the great support provided by the Board, the slew of volunteers that have made 
this year’s events some of the best in recent memory, and the fantastic job that Angela and Robin do to 
keep the park going and address the needs of members and I think, “OK, maybe I can do it.”

I look forward to having the opportunity of working more closely with the greater Park community and 
will be seeking your vote to become President of our Park in 2013. This coming year will be another im-
portant year for our Park. We will seek to continue the development projects that were approved by the 
Membership within the last few years and to build on the successes achieved thus far.

Sincerely,

Lisa Jacobsen
Acting Park President
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A Letter from acting President 
Lisa Jacobsen

Fun Photos from the Out of School BBQ

 

Congrats to Natalie and family,  
welcome baby Kate Marie!



be inspired. Be amazing. just be.

LONG ISLAND CITY
10-14 47 Road
718.786.7962

ASTORIA
38-01 35th Avenue

718.274.0255

Yoga  Pilates  Hot Yoga

New Student Special
30 days of UNLIMITED classes for $49.00

offer ends 6/30/2012

www.the-yoga-room.com
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Fun Photos from the Out of School BBQ



Oktoberfest 2012
by Debra McGowan
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Sunnyside Gardens Community Association proudly hosted our 6th Annual Oktoberfest & Arts & 
Crafts Show. A little under 900 pumpkins left our pumpkin patch to find new homes and 21 local arti-
sans and crafters sold their wares until nearly dusk. New this year and with help from All In One En-
tertainment, we had mechanical rides, a climbing wall, magic shows, and our friendly neighborhood 
Spiderman. Children enjoyed getting their faces painted by Laura Senica, making sand art keepsakes, 
and painting their pumpkins. Our grills kept burning hot throughout the day with generously do-
nated bratwurst, frankfurters, and hamburgers. Artisanal German beers flowed from a 10 keg beer 
truck donated by Budweiser. Our lovely german and seasonal desserts were donated by Park members 
and Le Pain Quotidien. Thank you to our corporate sponsors, Welcome Home, Chase, Green Moun-
tain Energy, and Five Star Liquors for giving their support.  The event wouldn’t have been possible 
without our Park Director Angela Stangenberg, our Associate Director Robin Fine, and over 130 Park 
members volunteering their time, energy, and talents on a lovely weather day.

A special thank you to:
Regina Stavropoulos, Co-Chairperson for Oktoberfest

Lisa Jacobsen, Acting President for SGCA
Tonia Nelson, Treasurer for SGCA

Jen Busnel, Arts & Crafts Organizer
Samantha Felixbrod, Arts & Crafts Organizer

Photo Credits: Ann Price & Joe Orecchio 2012
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Oktoberfest, held on October 6, 2012, was made possible 
thanks in part to the generosity and continued support of our 

friends and neighbors.   Sunnyside Gardens Park graciously asks 
you to patronize our sponsors.

5 Star Wine & Liquor Outlet
Welcome Home Real Estate

Chase Bank
Green Mountain Energy

Budweiser Beer Company
Quaint

Joshua Tree
Mercury Bar

The Black Sheep
Tiny You

All In One Entertainment, Inc.

And special thanks to Richard Younger and Bad Poets for donating 
their musical talents.

Photo Credits: Ann Price & Joe Orecchio 2012
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The winner of our First Annual Summer Social Cocktail Contest, held on July 13, 2012 was Cynthia King with 
her delicious Oasis cocktail. Receiving 37 votes - most of which named it their number one favorite - the Oasis 
was the clear winner for the official drink of Sunnyside Gardens Park 2012.

Congratulations to our 2 runners up, Julie Simonson & Jesse Nover’s Pimm’s Cup and Joe O’Sullivan’s Classic 
Margaritas.  Thank you to all the participants: Jackie Floyd, Jennifer O’Hare, Ty Sullivan, Rachel Thomson, An-
gela Page, David Acevedo & Doreen Deignan, Elizabeth Streich, Micki & Harly Spiller, Lisa Jacobsen, and Elyse 
Orecchio. And a big thanks to the musical talents of Vin Scialla and his jazz trio and Carol and Ed Nicodemi for 
making the Summer Social such a fabulous event. 

Oasis by Cynthia King

Inspiration: “For me and many of my friends, SGP is truly an oa-
sis, especially in the summertime! And the flavor of Watermelon 
brings me happy childhood summer memories, like we are all 
creating for our children.”

Ingredients:
3 parts fresh pureed watermelon (you can use an im-
mersion blender right in the watermelon)
1 1/2 parts mint simple syrup
1 part cachaca or white rum
1/2 part fresh lime juice

Mix all ingredients in a cocktail shaker and strain into a 
chilled martini glass. Garnish with a thin slice of 
watermelon.

 Two Fresh Tarts 
can…..

•  Deliver freshly-made boxed lunches to 
the Park, your home or (almost) anywhere
•  Cater parties in the Park or your home or 

(almost) anywhere
•  Deliver freshly-prepared dinners to your 

home

Call us at 646-334-4159 or go to our
Website: www.twofreshtarts.com

 for more information

Monday, October 1, 12
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Big THANK YOU to all of our volunteers, generous donations from our vendors, all of those 
who have helped and chaired all the past events at SGCA.

Fathers Day Camp Out: Ken Huderski
Out of School BBQ: Jeanne Martin, Mary McKnight, Nicole McDonnell

Pool Committee: Kayvan Gahrahmat, Katherine Cooper, Dietmar Detering, David Freiman, Jennifer Ito, Janice 
Kavanagh, Cassandra Lawlis, Jack Lenk, Sunita Meyers, James Ricciardella, Travis Ross, Paul Stoller, Rachel and 

Justin Thompson, Angela Stangenburg, Robin Fine
Firefly Night: Julie Nover Simonson

Playground Committee: Lisa Jacobsen, Ruth Morrison, Tom Ryan, Rayna Erlich
Members Social: Monica Mohan, Kristen Burns

Shakespeare in the Park: Gail Griffin, Joy and Jason Marr
Etsy Worldwide Craft Party: Hilary Soltz Short, Samarra Khaja

Flicks in the Garden: Tammy Arnstein, Emilie MacDonald
Yard Sale: Lisa Jacobsen, Angela Stangenberg, Robin Fine

Oktoberfest: Debra McGowan, Regina Stavropoulos, Samantha Felixbrod,
Jen Bushnel, Ken Huderski, Lisa Jacobsen



Don’t miss capturing a single moment!
Specializing in Newborn, Baby, Children, Maternity,

Headshots and Special Event Photography.

Visit my website for my portfolio and contact information:

www.AmyCannon-Photography.com
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Etsy Craft Party 2012 

 
“In a nutshell, Craft Party is a celebration of meeting 
and making, of creativity and community. It’s a time 

to meet your neighbors and share a creative skill. It’s a 
time to have fun and party down with scissors in your 
hand (carefully, that is). Anyone can organize a Craft 
Party and anyone can participate — the power is liter-

ally in your hands.”    -Etsy
  
I was absolutely thrilled with the turnout. I love 
the projects made and the fun that was had. I dis-
pensed of materials I no longer needed and came 
home with fewer and more coveted things. We 
upcycled and shared supplies that would other-
wise have gone to waste and everyone, young and 
old, got a chance to let their minds wander for a 
bit and have some creative imagination take over. 
You can’t go wrong with that.

Thanks to Etsy, and especially Julie, for hooking 
me up with the fixings for a stellar event.
     -Samarra Khaja
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Photo by Julian Voloj

In 2011, we really enjoyed putting on Flicks in the 
Garden for a “grown-up” crowd.  The idea was to 
showcase short films made by 
Sunnyside filmmakers with 
some cool music to warm 
things up.  What we ended up 
with was a wonderful evening 
of music and film.  The event 
kicked off with awesome blues 
by The Broken Hearted Blues 
Band, headed by Phil Valenti of 
Go Natural, and then a Sunny-
side Shorts Film Festival “best 
of” screening to celebrate their 
5th anniversary, followed by 
Flicks in the Garden showcas-
ing six short films by Sunnyside 
filmmakers.  It was a beautiful 
evening and we couldn’t have been happier.  The only 
thing we wished was that our kids could have been 
with us.  The kids who happened to be at the park 
when the band started playing were the best audi-
ence, dancing their hearts out right in front of the 
band.  We wanted our children to enjoy this event, 
too.

With that in mind, when we began to organize the 
2012 festival, we chose to gear it towards families.  
We looked into kids’ bands but ultimately decided on 
dance music and New York Trad, a local Irish band 
that would appeal to all ages.  For the films, we chose 
vintage cartoons from the 1930’s and 40’s from the 
collection of Queens-based film collector and curator 
Thomas Stathes.  We had seen some of his films at a 
Sunnyside Shines BID–sponsored event in Noonan 
Park in 2011 and loved seeing the rarely-screened 
animations from decades ago.  We carefully sifted 
through many, many films to make sure the content 
was kid-appropriate and ultimately chose seven films 
that we felt were both entertaining and family-friend-
ly, including Betty Boop, Popeye, and Felix the Cat.

We were thrilled to have the support of seven local 
sponsors.  The incredible artwork that volunteer Ve-
ronica Pisano created for our posters seemed to adorn 
a store window in every block in Sunnyside, thanks 
to the footwork of many volunteers.  We truly had an 
outpouring of support for the festival, from our multi-
talented volunteers to our incredibly generous spon-
sors, Natalie and the board, and the wonderful Park 
Directors Angela Stangenberg and Robin Fine.  

On Saturday, September 22nd, a strong chance of 
rain was predicted for the evening. We did sun danc-
es in our apartments and hoped that the beautiful 
sunshine of the day would carry through until after 
the event, which thankfully it did (lightning and rain 
started just as we were locking the gate after clean-
ing up).  Families began pouring into the event at 6 

pm, setting up their blankets and chairs.  The dance 
music began and people danced by their seats.  Then 

the band played, and after a 
few songs the band asked the 
kids to come up and dance, 
and the toddlers stormed the 
dance floor, letting loose as 
only kids know how to do.  
It truly brought joy to our 
hearts to see exactly what we 
had been wanting to see for 
the past year – sheer delight 
and energy from our young-
est park members and their 
caretakers and friends.  More 
dance music came next, and 
then the films.  During the 
films, the kids sat on their 

blankets or in groups of friends in the front row, eat-
ing popcorn, mesmerized.  After the films ended, a 
little boy rushed up to us, bewildered.  “Will there be 
more cartoons?” he asked, hopeful that the screening 
would continue.  The evident enjoyment of the kids 
made it worth every moment put into the weeks of 
planning.

We really appreciated the freedom the park gave us 
with the creativity and choices surrounding the event.  
We want to thank all involved for their support, and 
also a big thanks to all of those who came!

  - Emilie McDonald & Tammy Arnstein 
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Flicks in the Garden



Flicks in the Garden 

was made possible by the generous 
support of Council Member Jimmy Van Bram-
er’s Office, the Sunnyside Shines BID and the 
Sunnyside-based businesses Go Natural, 99¢ 

Pizza Dealz, The Dog and Duck, Tiny You, and 
Pink Icing.
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From SGCA Park Board:

SGCA Park Board announces the following Park Board open positions for 2013

Please contact the park office to become a candidate. Applications are due by October 15, 
2012. The names of nominated candidates will be announced at the SGCA General  
Membership Meeting on October 15.

Voting for the following positions will take place at the SGCA General Membership  
Meeting on December 17, 2012:

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Zone Rep 1
Zone Rep 2

Natalie O’Sullivan has resigned as President of SGCA effective 9/30/2012.   
Lisa Jacobsen is currently serving as Acting President.
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The Board asks members to consider matching gifts for  

Friends of Sunnyside Gardens Park

Many Park Members work for organizations that match the charitable 
donations of their employees. If you work for such an organization and wish to 
make a fully tax-deductible financial donation to our Park, please contact the 

Park Office for more information.  All donations will go towards needed  
capital improvements to our Park.


