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Dear Members,

Summer is just upon us! School will let out soon, and the park will continue to be 
busy. We hope to begin installing our new playground equipment in just a few short 
weeks. It is a very exciting time for the park and our members.

I would like to thank Julie Nover for chairing the Memorial Day Fair. She did an 
absolutely amazing job! She put in a great deal of time and effort to make the event 
such a success. The rain held out to the very end, and the event brought in just under 
$8,000. We were grateful for the support of many local sponsors. They are mentioned 
in this edition of the Spark, so please support their businesses.

At the last general membership meeting, I mentioned that if we do not have volun-
teers step forward to run the summer events, they simply will not happen. I hope to 
see more of you get involved. Please contact the office to see what you can do.

Please attend our next general membership meeting. Weather permitting, we hope to 
have it at the park on Monday, June 18th at 7:00pm.

Have a wonderful summer. Enjoy it...see you all at the park. 

Thanks, 

Natalie O’Sullivan
SGCA President

June 2012
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2012 Memorial Day Fair

On Saturday, May 26th, Sunnyside Gardens Park hosted a rockin’ Memorial Day Fair. The park was decorated to 
the gills with festive flags and red, white, and blue balloons. Barbeque grills filled the air with mouth-watering 
aromas of hamburgers, hot dogs and….for the first year, veggie burgers. Over two thousand people of all ages 
enjoyed the activities and food. The event kicked off with a flag-raising ceremony and a brilliant rendition of the 
Star Spangled Banner, sung by 5-year-old Cillian Whelan, who was undaunted by the lyrics, key changes, and 
massive crowd.

Soon after the thunderous applause for our nation’s anthem settled down, the crowd dispersed to enjoy the 
fair’s many offerings. Despite the beating sun, a number of happy folks danced to Zumba led by Catherine 
Cooke. Others ran straight to the bouncy houses and rock climbing wall. The three bouncy houses were more 
like bouncy castles! They were huge, including one that looked like an obstacle course. The rock climbing wall 
seemed to stretch right into the sky. The barbecue was delicious and accompanied by large portions of home-
made side dishes from potato salad and coleslaw to rice balls and macaroni and cheese. There was something for 
everyone, and plenty of cold beer and juice boxes to wash it down. Then, the dessert table would have been more 
appropriately entitled as a dessert smorgasbord and seemed to go on forever. Ladies and Gents, you truly outdid 
yourselves with your culinary care.

Some of the other highlights included the magical clown, “Mr. Otski Kerplotski.” He had children from ages 1 to 
99 laughing at his antics. Otski Kerplotski performed for an entire fun-filled hour, leaving us rolling in the aisles. 
DJ Petar picked up the beat and led kids through fun games of freeze dance, and when they were over, the kids 
just kept dancing. The basketball shoot-out, led by Jeff Attard, had some amazing participants. While entertain-
ment and competitions were in full swing, kids gathered around the arts and crafts tables, face painting, tempo-
rary tattoos, and the kiddie nail salon. Other fairgoers went down to the lowers to try out the YMCA’s obstacle 
course or to get a free photo in silly attire by the wonderfully talented photographer, Kristin Burns.

The day was wrapped up with a couple of resounding games of bingo followed by the raffle drawings and a 50/50 
raffle. Many prizes were on hand thanks to the generous donations of local businesses. The weather held out until 
thirty minutes after closing the gate, when a torrential downpour helped us clean up the day! 
                    -Julie Simonson
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The Memorial Day Fair held on May 26, 2012  
was made possible thanks in part to the generosity and

continued support of our friends & neighbors.  Sunnyside Gardens 
Park graciously asks you to patronize our sponsors.

SixPoint 
YMCA 
Dog & Duck 
Pure Spa 
Arriba Arriba  
Sidetracks   
Quaint    
Blue Chips  
Trader Joes 
Butcher Block 
Lowry’s  
Petunia   
Bantry Bay   
TJ’s Bistro   
Jin Brothers (W+L)  

New York Life   
Green Energy 
Skillman’s Pizza   
99 cent Pizza 
Clodagh Read 
Mary Kane 
Massa  
Table Wine 
Coach
Sunnyside Deli 
Murphy’s Oyster Bar
The Brogue
Fresh and Save 
Starbucks 
Met   
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Summer Cocktails
by Chad Gilkison 
 
Cucumber (Gin)ger 
Fizzzzz: 
 
Muddle fresh cucumber and lime 
juice in a cocktail shaker.

Add ice, 2 parts Hendricks Gin and 
.5 part ginger syrup. Shake vigor-
ously. Serve on the rocks with a 
splash of tonic. Garnish with a 
cucumber slice.  

Gin Gimlet:
2 parts Hendricks Gin 
1 part St. Germains 
1 part Rose’s Lime Juice 
Juice from half a fresh lime

Shake vigorously over ice until  
cocktail shaker is frosty and frozen 
on the outside. Pour into chilled 
Martini glasses. (Makes 2 double 
cocktails).
 
 

Dates/Times: 
June 25 - July 13, M-F. 
(9:30am-12:30pm). 

Ages: 3.5 to 8 yrs old.

Tuition: Enroll from 5-14 
days $40 per day. 

Location: All Saints Church, 
43-12 46th St, b/t 43rd Av 
and Queens Blvd.

Let’s Explore! Music & Art
Summer Camp 2012

www.sunnysidestringschool.com



Looking at these photos, you may see what I see. Two broth-
ers intertwined with the kind of gentle yet firm affection 
that makes a mother’s heart smile. But what you don’t see 
is all the love and attention and effort that went into get-
ting them to the park that day so we could all enjoy a picnic 
and make some memories running around together.  The 
boys in question are Teo and Kyle and they along with 
their parents Choi and Jeff Fairbanks have been part of our 
playgroup gang since the oldest was an infant. All of our 
firstborns were part of the summer and fall of 2008 and 
we’ve been playing and getting to know each other for four 
years already. Four years.  And last week, the unimaginable 
happened and little Kyle, now 18 months old, was seriously 
injured in a fall from the patio of their home in Sunnyside 
Gardens. I woke up to this news one Friday morning and 
couldn’t believe it, let alone imagine what they were going 
through as a family.  Hearing that a child is suffering and 
fighting for his life is not something you can prepare for. 
There is no “What to Expect When...” for those kind of sce-
narios.  It’s just horrific.  And for those of us who know the 
family, it has been a shared nightmare with lots of prayers 
and a vigil held in our neighborhood at All Saints Church.  
Our Sunnymoms group lit up with offers to help bring 
meals or babysit--a true outpouring of grief and motherly 
resolve.  And everyone is praying for Kyle.  So far, he has 
made it through surgery and doctors are still assessing how 
this trauma affected his small body.  

Less than a week later, on Teo’s 4th birthday, Kyle opened 
his eyes after several days and nights unresponsive with 
medication.  A pretty cool present, right? But of course 
there is still a long way to go.  Shortly after the news came 
that Kyle had been seriously injured, there was lots of 
discussion about what we could do to help.  The family was 
shuttling back and forth to the hospital so meals would 
have to wait, and relatives had flown in to help take care of 
the older boy Teo so we couldn’t offer babysitting.  When I 
heard that Teo’s birthday would be coming up just a week 
after the accident and the family wasn’t sure they could 
go ahead with the planned birthday party at the park, it 
seemed like the perfect opportunity for us to step in and 
do something. And boy, did we. Our playgroup along with 
family friend Ma Yan and neighbors Lindsey and Guy 
helped pull off one terrific superhero birthday party at 

Sunnyside Gardens Park.  The biggest obstacle to our plan-
ning the birthday festivities was the will-it-or-won’t-it-rain 
weather. But in the end, it didn’t.  And the park was the per-
fect spot to enjoy an early summer evening among friends. 
There was pizza and cupcakes, watermelon and cake.  There 
were sack races and parachute games.  There were puppets 
and a clown, and a piñata bursting with candy.  The kids ate 
and ran like they always do at these things. And us parents 
huddled around the tables enjoying the setting sun with 
good company.  I’m not sure Teo will remember this birth-
day party when he’s older. And I really hope by next May 
this family has many more reasons to celebrate with both 
their boys in the park. But in the meantime, it’s a wonderful 
feeling to know there are so many helping hands and warm 
hearts that are there waiting to come together and help. 
Sometimes in this city, you can feel awfully alone without 
family nearby, but not here. Not in Sunnyside. It’s times like 
this you realize that “family” isn’t just the kind you grew up 
with. If you’re lucky, you get to make your own and some-
times friends are the best family you can have.   

In the midst of all this hurt, there is hope and love and a 
sense that we can pull through this. And really that is some-
thing more valuable than all the riches in the world--having 
friends and family that carry you when you are struggling, 
no matter the cause.  We all know the love that Choi and 
Jeff have for their boys.  And we are sending them more 
love and healing powers so that they may see these two hug 
and run and laugh again very soon.  Just this week, Kyle has 
started to smile and giggle again which are promising signs 
that he is still with us and fighting his way back. He has a 
long way to go and will start rehabilitation at a live-in facil-
ity soon. The family are not asking for donations, but for 
those who would like to help their Paypal account can be 
found at: fairbanksjeff@hotmail.com. The parents are both 
self-employed musicians and you can imagine the resources 
they will need in the coming months to get their little boy 
the help he needs. Please give what you can and keep Kyle 
in your thoughts and prayers. We want to see more of this 
smile.

To follow Kyle’s progress, please visit the family’s website at: 
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/kylefairbanks

The Love that Binds   by Ann Price
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Don’t miss capturing a single moment!
Specializing in Newborn, Baby, Children, Maternity,

Headshots and Special Event Photography.

Visit my website for my portfolio and contact information:

www.AmyCannon-Photography.com
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Celebrate Father’s Day at this year’s 

Camp Out in the park!   

Dinner, s’mores, and breakfast are 
included in the cost of registration: 

adults $15 each and children $10 each.   
Registration will be open until 

Wednesday June 13th.  This is a mem-
bers only event and must be paid in 

advance. Every tent must have an 
adult present.  Come by the Park  

Office to sign up or volunteer to help 
at the camp out.

Hip to Hip Theatre Company celebrates 6 years of 
free Shakespeare in the Park in Queens.  

 

“Shakespeare performed by Hip to Hip Theatre  
Company is a joy, pure and simple”    -Queens Tribune
  
August 3, 2012, 7:30pm
HAMLET
Shakespeare’s greatest revenge tragedy follows 
a young prince haunted by his murdered father’s 
ghost and driven to the edge of madness as he 
grapples to answer the question: to be King, or 
not to be King.

August 10, 2012, 7:30pm
COMEDY OF ERRORS
What happens when two sets of identical twins, 
separated from birth, unknowingly end up in the 
same place, at the same time? A side-splitting 
farce that’s double the laughter and twice the fun.

For more information, visit www.hiptohip.org
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Upcoming Events 

Father’s Day Camp Out
Saturday, June 16

General Membership Meeting
Monday, June 18 at 8pm (Phipps Social Hall)

Out of School BBQ
Friday, June 22 at 5pm

Firefly Night
Saturday, July 7 at 8:30pm

Member Summer Social
Friday, July 13 at 6pm

 
Shakespeare in the Park 

Hamlet: Friday, August 3 at 7:30pm
The Comedy of Errors: Friday, August 10 at 

7:30pm

 
SUMMER VENDING 

 
 

 
The park refrigerator is fully 

stocked so give Mister Softee a 
break!  Soda, water, juice boxes, 
and ice cream sandwiches are all 
available in the park office for $1. 

Ice pops are 5 for $1. Swim diapers 
are available, too! Please bring ex-

act change if you can.
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Keep the cute kids and quotes coming...



2012 T Ball Season

Thanks to Joe LoBello and all the parents who volunteered to make it a great season!

The Brogue
 49-10 Skillman Ave      718 651-2558  

 Upcoming Events:
 Mon 14th May – Open Mic
 Wed 16th May – Live Music
 Wed 23th May- Live Music
 Sat 26th May – Karaoke
 Mon 28th May – Open Mic
 Wed 30th May – Live Music

 Fri 1st June – Live Music
 Mon 4th June – Open Mic
 Thur 7th June – Trivia Nite
 Fri 8th June – Live Music
 Mon 18th June  - Open Mic
 Sat 30th June - Karaoke 

Monday, May 14, 12
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The Copper Kettle and its proprietor, Patrick Tunney, have 
been great benefactors to Sunnyside Gardens Park, donating 
tens of thousands of dollars over the years through Patrick’s 
annual spring golf outing to help the park make much-needed 
improvements.  In May, Patrick once again made a generous 
donation of $3,715 to the park, with the aid of other local  
businesses that help sponsor the annual event.
The park very much thanks Patrick for his financial contribu-
tion - and park members should stop by the Copper Kettle for 
dinner or drinks and tell him in person how much we  
appreciate his love and financial support of our park! 
              -Roger Hitts Park President Natalie O’Sullivan collecting a 

generous check from The Copper Kettle 
propietor, Patrick Tunney
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be inspired. Be amazing. just be.

LONG ISLAND CITY
10-14 47 Road
718.786.7962

ASTORIA
38-01 35th Avenue

718.274.0255

Yoga  Pilates  Hot Yoga

New Student Special
30 days of UNLIMITED classes for $49.00

offer ends 6/30/2012

www.the-yoga-room.com


